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Northwood High School 

Expected Schoolwide Learning Results 

 

Northwood High School students will become effective communicators and complex thinkers who produce quality work. They will 

develop the habits of healthy individuals and life-long learners who will be active community participants. 
 

 

A. EFFECTIVE COMMUNICATORS  

Á   Communicate clearly and appropriately for various audiences and purposes 

Á Read, write, listen and speak reflectively, critically and with integrity 

Á Listen with the intent to understand 

Á  Utilize multiple forms of communication effectively 

Á Foster understanding and forge connections 

 

 

B. COMPLEX THINKERS  

Á Ask essential and relevant questions that stimulate dialogue  

Á  Access, analyze and synthesize information to formulate conclusions, solve problems and make decisions. 

Á  Use a logical and effective decision-making process to analyze and understand possible outcomes. 

Á Make recommendations based on justifiable rationale 

Á Seek out multiple perspectives 

Á Explore ideas beyond the surface 

Á Consider unconventional ideas and solutions 

 

 

C.   PRODUCERS OF QUALITY WORK  

Á Develop, create and support purposeful, intellectual, artistic and practical works 

Á Establish and use rigorous and consistent standards of quality 

Á Accept and provide constructive criticism 

Á Develop a sense of ownership  

 

 

D. HEALTHY INDIVIDUALS   

Á Practice behaviors that promote physical fitness and emotional and social well-being 

Á Develop self-discipline and accept responsibility 

Á Prioritize and use time effectively 

Á Resolve conflicts constructively 

Á Respect, accept and appreciate individual differences 

Á Seek help when necessary 

Á Be flexible and adapt to different situations 

Á Develop positive self-esteem 

Á Learn from mistakes 

Á Strive for balance 

 

 

E. SELF-DIRECTED, LIFE -LONG LEARNERS WHO ARE ABLE TO:  

Á Assess their strengths and weaknesses realistically 

Á Set and strive toward realistic goals 

Á Assume responsibility for their own learning and employ effective learning strategies 

Á Acquire a body of knowledge, both shared and understood, as a basis for learning 

Á Approach life with intellectual curiosity and be willing to take intellectual risks 

Á Apply knowledge obtained in school to life 

Á Stay informed 

Á Engage in continual self-reflection and assessment 

 

 

F. COMMUNITY PARTICIPANTS WHO:  

Á Contribute what they have learned to enriching the quality of life in their communities 

Á Effectively collaborate with others toward a common goal 

Á Expand their sense of community to include a global perspective 

Á Understand, recognize, and practice ethical behavior  

Á Appreciate cultural diversity 

Á Anticipate and responsibly address the needs of future generations 

Á Develop a sense of pride and ownership in the school, community and the world 

Á Experience the satisfaction of making a difference in the world 

Á Become positive role models 
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Northwood High School 

Northwood High School Mission Statement 

Our mission is to enable all students to become contributing members of society empowered with the skills, 

knowledge, and values necessary to meet the challenges of a changing world, by providing the highest quality 

educational experience we can envision. 

 

AdvisementðWe believe students receive greater individual attention and security within smaller learning 

communities; therefore, our teacher advisement program ensures that each Northwood High School student 

remains with one advisor, and one group of students, for the duration of his or her four years at Northwood 

High School.  Students meet in their advisement four days a week, and during this time frame, students receive 

important information regarding campus events, discuss school-wide issues, and schedule their biannual 

advisor/parent conferences.  These conferences provide an opportunity for students to work individually with 

their advisors and their parents to establish their academic and personal goals and to plan their course work.  

 

Tutorialð In order to address individual student needs further, we structured into our bell schedule forty 

minutes of tutorial time twice a week for students and teachers to meet outside the context of large group 

instruction.  Tutorial provides many opportunities for students to work individually with their teachers, to meet 

with other students to work on group projects, as well as to engage in many of the other learning opportunities 

listed below:    

 Making-up exams/ Reviewing exams with teachers 

 Practicing for presentations 

 Participating in post-writing or post-project student/ teacher conferences 

 Engaging in research in the library/computer lab  

 Viewing educational videos 

 Engaging in silent reading 

 Working on homework 

 

CollaborationðAlso structured into our bell schedule is an hour of collaboration time once a week.  Teachers 

meet Wednesday mornings to conduct department meetings, to develop and refine curriculum, to examine 

student work, and to continually revisit and refine instructional methodology.  To facilitate this collaboration, 

every Wednesday the instructional day for students begins at 9:00 AM. 

 

Humanities Core ProgramðOur Humanities Core Program also facilitates collaboration by pairing 9
th
 and 

10
th
 grade English and History teachers together.  These teachers share the same students and meet to discuss 

both curriculum and student achievement.  Although humanities teachers teach in separate classrooms, they 

work together to develop and score interdisciplinary projects that foreground the connections between their 

disciplines.  

 

Alternating -block scheduleðOur ninety minute, alternating block schedule allows teachers the opportunity to 

structure lessons that move students more deeply into an activity so that they construct meaning without 

interruption.  Students attend a maximum of four classes daily (*see enrollment restrictions) and the sustained 

time within each class allows students more time to internalize essential concepts and to balance their workload 

over the course of two nights. 

 
Odd Day Even Day 

Period One Period Two 

Period Three Period Four 

Period Five Period Six 

Period Seven Period Eight 
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ACADEMIC POLICIES  

 

1. COURSE ENROLLMENT EXPECTATIONS  

 

Because most colleges and universities are increasing their admissions requirements, and leaders of business and industry are 

concerned about the academic preparation of those people entering the work force, the faculty and administration at Northwood High 

School expect all students in grades 9-11 to enroll in six courses during each year of high school. Seniors whose plans allow them to 

meet graduation requirements with room to spare are encouraged to consider a modified program. Seniors planning to pursue a strong 

college or university program will want to consider the advantages of enrolling concurrently during their senior year in one or two 

college courses. In addition to getting an early start on college units, early enrollment at local colleges or universities places them in a 

priority position relative to getting the classes they want in the fall. 

 
2. COURSE ENROLLMENT RESTRICTIONS  

 

Grades 9-11: 

 All freshman, sophomores, and juniors must be enrolled in a minimum of six classes to include periods 3-6 

 

 Students will be limited to six classes except a 7
th
 and/or 8

th
 class that must be an Open Enrollment course(s). 

 

 Open Enrollment will include only the following: 

 

Athletics  Drama  Music Performing Groups  Model United Nations 

Yearbook  ASB  Student/Tech Assistant  Speech and Debate Team 

Directed Studies  Newspaper Pep Squad/Color Guard 

 

Grade 12: 

 All seniors must be enrolled in a minimum of five classes in the fall and four classes in the spring with at least two classes on 

campus each day.   (Special exceptions to this policy can be requested through the Counseling Department for individual 

approval.) 

 

 Senior athletes must take their courses in consecutive periods through period 7/8.  (For example: Periods 3, 4, 5, 6, with an open 

period 1/2) 

 

3. ATTENDANCE  
 

The staff at Northwood High School believes that regular attendance is essential to learning in the classroom. Parents will be notified 

by phone and in writing as excessive absences accumulate. The attendance office, counselors, and administrators, as well as the 

classroom teacher, are all willing to work with parents to improve student attendance. 

 

Parents/Guardians are encouraged to report their studentôs absences directly to our 24-hour attendance line. To leave a message, call 

936-7201.  Absences not cleared within 4 days will be unexcused, and will result in follow-up from the Attendance staff and 

assignment to detention. 

 

 

 4. PREREQUISITES/PERMISSION 

 
Students should check carefully to see that they have taken the proper prerequisites for courses and have earned the necessary grades. 

Where a course prerequisite indicates permission, the student should seek approval to take the course from his current teacher in that 

subject or the respective department chairperson.  This permission is documented on the Course Request sheet by a teacher signature. 
 
5. PROGRAM CHANGES 

 

Prior to schedule distribution sufficient time is planned for students to make changes and adjustments to their schedules. Once the year 

begins, students must follow administrative procedures and time lines for any further changes. 

 

a. Entry into/exit out of athletics/activities. 

b. Inappropriate class placement not meeting prerequisites, meeting graduation or college entrance requirements. 

c. Accommodating ROP or college classes. 
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Changes will NOT be made for teacher preference. If a student alleges a ñconflictôô with a teacher, consideration for change may be 

given only if the studentôs parents followed the IUSD Complaint Procedure. Specific guidelines are available in the administrative 

offices. 

 

6. ADD/DROP POLICY  

 

ADDS:  Students will be allowed to add a class through the end of week three of quarters 1 and 3 provided space is available.  (Since 

IUSD traditionally begins school on Thursday, the first week of quarter 1 will only have two days.) 

 

 Exceptions: 
 

 A student may change levels of a course, i.e. from Honors to College Prep, upon request and teacher approval. 

 An athlete qualifying for an ñIn Season Team Sportò will be added to Athletics period 7 and 8 when the coach presents a 

team roster to the Assistant Principal or the counseling department. 

 

 An athlete qualifying for a future sport may add ñOff Season Team Sportò in periods 7 and 8 providing the change does 

not impact upon the master schedule.  (In some cases a qualifying Spring sport athlete must wait until the start of quarter 

3 before entering his or her sport.  Counselors will not overload class maximums to accommodate an Off Season athlete.) 

 

DROPS:  A student may withdraw from a course with parent permission any time through the end of quarters 1 or 3 provided that it 

does not create an opening in their schedule periods 3, 4, 5, or 6.   Understanding that there is no guarantee that a replacement class 

will be available, a student whose withdrawal would result in an open 3
rd
, 4

th
, 5

th
, or 6

th
 period will not be allowed to withdraw.  There 

will be no withdrawals permitted during quarters 2 or 4. 

 

 Transcript notations for dropped courses: 

 A student who withdraws by the end of the third week of quarters 1 or 3 will have no notations of the course on their 

official transcript. 

 A student who withdraws from a course between the start of week 4 and the end of the quarter 1 or 3 will receive a ñWò 

next to the course posting on their official transcript. 

 

7. UNITS OF CREDIT  

 

Northwood High School awards credit for the successful completion of semester courses at the rate of 5 credits per class per semester. 

 

 

8. CONTRACT COURSES/CREDIT          LIMITATIONS  
 

 Student Assistant:  10 credits maximum* may be counted towards the 215 required to meet graduation requirements. 

 Teaching Assistant:  10 credits maximum* may be counted towards the 215 required to meet graduation requirements. 

 Work Experience:  20 credits maximum* may be counted towards the 215 required to meet graduation requirements. 

 

* A student may count a maximum of 30 credits from the combined experiences in Student Assistant, Teaching Assistant, and 

Work Experience towards the 215 credit graduation requirement.  (i.e. A student could hypothetically use 5 credits Teaching 

Assistant + 10 credits Student Assistant+ 15 credits Work Experience to reach their maximum of 30 credits.) 

 

 

9. CREDIT FOR PRIVATE INSTRUCTION  
 

Private Instruction is designed for students who are preparing for national and international competition, who are ranked in their sport 

on an approved National Registry, who have at least 5 hours per week of private instruction and a demanding practice schedule which 

precludes them from attempting six subjects at Northwood High School. Maximum number of units available is 10 per year and 20 

units maximum toward graduation. 

 

Procedure: 

a. A student must complete the form ñApplication for Private Instruction.ôô 

b. A student must gain the approval of the administrator in charge of Private Instruction. 

c. The completed form must be placed on file with the administrator by the second week of each semester for credit to be 

awarded. 

d. Pass/Fail marks will be issued for Private Instruction. 
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10. CONCURRENT INSTRUCTION  

 

Prior approval for courses taken elsewhere must be obtained from your counselor before the start of the course. A student may select 

to have the grade and units earned applied to the IUSD transcript or select not to have the course appear on the transcript at all. 

 

For units earned through concurrent instruction, no honors or Advanced Placement designation shall be made on IUSD transcripts. 

Grades may be transferred from Western Association of Schools and Colleges (WASC) or California Department of Education (CDE) 

accredited institutions only. 

 

Procedure: 

a. Obtain approval of your counselor within two weeks of the start date of the course. 

b. For the grade to appear on the transcript, the student must submit an official transcript of completed work to the records clerk 

at Northwood High School no later than the end of the quarter immediately following the course enrollment. 

 

Determining Credit: 

 

       College Course   High School 

 # Units quarter or semester     # credits 

 5, 4, and 3.0           5 

   2.0                         4 

  1.5            3 

   1.0            2 

    .5            1 

Exception: Physical Education credit shall be awarded as follows when available: 

 Community College   NHS Credits 

     P.E. Credits 

          .5                                       1.5 

        1.0                                              3.0 

        1.5                                                                    5.0 

        2.0                                                                   6.5 

        2.5                                                           8.0  

 

 

This plan assumes continuance of a University of California practice whereby the university will credit the student with having met 

the year-long Algebra requirement, even though the transcript shows 5 credits, providing the student sends a transcript from 

community college, or college, to U.C. 

 

Community Colleges 

 

 Students must attend a minimum day at the high school.  This means 6 classes for 9-11
th
 graders and 4 classes for seniors. 

 Students will be limited to 11 units per semester/summer session at a community college. 

 Students must exhaust all opportunities to enroll in equivalent courses at their high school. 

 Students must demonstrate adequate preparation for any course. 

 11
th
 and 12

th
 grade students at NHS will have priority for community college enrollment over Freshmen or Sophomores. 

 All special Admissions Request forms must be approved by Mr. Tague. 

 

Independent Study/Correspondence 

Units earned through Independent Study programs outside the Irvine Unified School District and/or through correspondence schools 

may be credited on an IUSD transcript as a Pass Grade, providing the granting agency is accredited by an institution recognized by the 

U.S. Department of Education. Contact any counselor. A maximum of 20 credits may be earned in this manner. 

 

Religious Credit 

No credit for religious training, independent study or otherwise, will be awarded for students during the period of their enrollment in 

Irvine. 
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Private Foreign Language 

Units of elective credit shall be awarded based on the time spent in class. Pass/Fail grades will be awarded. 

 

Appropriate transcript entries shall be made. However, the course title used shall not appear on the University of California approved 

course list. 

 

Adult Education/ San Joaquin H.S. Independent Study 

All concurrent independent study enrollment through SJHS requires prior approval of your counselor and the principal. 

 

 

 

 

11. GRADING PROCEDURES 

 

a. GRADING OPTIONS  
All courses at NHS are graded on an A to D- scale for the earning of credits. The grade of F receives no credit. Note these 

exception: 

 

Teacherôs Asst., Student Asst., Private Instruction , Work Experience and Off Campus Independent Study are Pass/Fail 

courses. 

 

b. REPORTING PERIODS 

 

1. Progress Reports are issued for those students earning a D or lower in one or more classes at the end of the fourth week of 

each nine-week period.  They are designed to communicate with the parents regarding student progress.   

 

2. Quarter Grade Reports ð Mid-term grades are issued at the end of the ninth and twenty-seventh weeks of school. These 

progress grades show student status in the class at that time. These grade reports carry unit credit only in case of quarter 

classes. 

 

3. Semester Grade Reports ð Final grades are issued twice a year; at the end of the eighteenth and thirty-sixth weeks of school. 

These grades are recorded on the official transcript/permanent record. 

 

c. GRADE CORRECTION POLICY  

 

When grades are given for any course, the grade given to each student shall be the grade determined by the teacher of the course. The 

determination of the studentôs grade by the teacher, in the absence of error, shall be final. Teacher errors or data entry errors shall be 

corrected on the proper form, obtainable from the records office, and only by the teacher of the course in question.  

 

d. GRADE POINT AVERAGE  

 

Grade Point Average (GPA) is a term that is used to indicate the average of a student's grades.  Principal's Honor Roll: The Principal's 

Honor Roll is designed to honor those Northwood High School students who, at the end of each semester, have earned 3.5 or above 

academic grade point average.  The School Honor Roll recognizes those students who have earned a 3.0 to a 3.49 academic grade 

point average. 

 

NHS Academic GPA: For selection of school honors, all grades except P.E./Athletics or any "P'' grades from grades 9 through 12 are 

used. 

 

NHS Activity/Athletics GPA: All grades including P.E. from grades 9 through 12 are used. If full credit is not earned in a variable 

credit class an F is averaged in for the amount of credit not earned. 

 

Total GPA: All grades including P.E./Athletics from grades 9 through 12. 

 

Grade point average at Northwood High School is computed as follows: 

   A = 4 points 

   B = 3 points 

   C = 2 points 

   D = 1 points 

   F = 0 points 
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We will calculate grade point average according to the more common formula, i.e., summing the total number of honor points earned 

across all courses (only courses approved by UC to earn the extra grade point will be awarded the extra honor point) and dividing by 

the number of units attempted. 

 

Cal State Campuses: All grades except P.E. or óôPò grades from grades 10 through 12 are used. Grades in up to four AP or designated 

honors courses taken in the last two years of high school are given extra weight: A = 5 points, B = 4 points, C = 3 points.  

U.C. Campuses: The only grades used by U.C. are those grades in classes used to make up the pattern required for admission from 

grades 10 through 12. Grades in up to four AP or designated honors courses taken in the last three years of high school are given extra 

weight: A = 5 points, B = 4 points, C = 3 points.  

 

12. NHS ACADEMIC HONESTY POLICY  
 

Students at Northwood High School are expected to demonstrate honesty and integrity.  Each student is expected to do his or her own 

work.  This includes homework, test taking, class assignments and the original creation of essays, compositions, term papers, and 

scientific research.  Sharing work with another student during tests, on in-class essays or assignments, or on homework is considered 

cheating.  Having unwarranted access to answers, calculators, or computer information constitutes intent to cheat.  All work submitted 

by students should be a true reflection of their effort and ability.  The following behaviors are considered cheating: 

 

 Claiming credit for work not the product of oneôs own honest effort 

 Providing unwarranted access to materials or information so that credit may be dishonestly claimed by others 

 Knowledge and tolerance of either of the foregoing 

 

Any behavior that can be defined as cheating represents a violation of mutual trust and respect essential to an education at Northwood 

High School.  (Academic Honesty Policy BP 6010).  Consequences for cheating will include: 

 

 First Offence ï Parent contact, zero on assignment, signing an academic honesty contract, and the option of either attending 

Saturday School or watching a film that depicts the consequences of unethical behavior and completing an assignment based on 

the film. 

 Second Offence ï Student will be dropped from the class with an ñFò unless student completes the following: 

Student assigned to one evening (1.5 hours) Project Success small group intervention session with a follow up written reflection 

that must be turned into the Assistant Principal within one week of the intervention session.  The reflection will include why the 

student violated the Academic Honesty policy and how he/she will endeavor to abide by the academic honesty code in the future.  

When the student has completed both requirements, the student will receive a zero on the assignment and signs a second contract.  

If the student elects either not to attend the session or to turn in the reflection, student will be dropped from the course with an 

ñFò. 

 Third or subsequent offenses ï Student will be dropped from the class with an ñFò. 

 

 

A. DEFINITIONS:  

 

CHEATING:   the use of notes, documents, or answers during a test, or the copying of one studentôs completed assignments or 

answers by another; allowing another to do the same, or having access to information such as formulas or calculations. 

 

Giving or receiving limited help in trouble-shooting a part of an assignment is not normally considered cheating. However, if allowing 

another student to write any part of an assignment, copying anotherôs file or assignment, and excessive collaboration on assignments: 

all these are considered cheating (unless specifically approved otherwise). The student providing such assistance is considered to be 

cheating as well. Never allow another student to look at your assignment nor to borrow your electronic file. 

 

STOP & THINK ! 

 

PLAGIARISM:   the use of anotherôs words, ideas, or creative productions without assigning credit to the original source. 

 

To plagiarize is to take ideas or words of another person and pass them off as ones own. In short, it is stealing something intangible 

rather than an object. Obviously, it is not necessary to state the source of well known or easily verifiable facts. But students are 

expected to acknowledge the sources of ideas and expressions they use in their written work, whether those expressions are quoted 

directly or paraphrased. To provide adequate documentation is not only an indication of academic honesty, but also a courtesy which 

enables the reader to consult your sources with ease. Failure to do so constitutes plagiarism. 

 

It is also considered plagiarism and/or cheating if a student submits a paper written in whole or in part by someone other than himself 

or herself, or copies the answer or answers of another student in any test, examination or take-home assignment. 
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13. INCOMPLETE GRADE (I)  

 

A grade of incomplete is given by a teacher only when a student misses a final examination or does not turn in compulsory work due 

to illness or a reason beyond the studentôs control. The student must complete the course work to remove the incomplete within a 

period of time that equals the duration of the absence. When the absence is due to an extended illness, the student has the nine weeks 

following the absence to complete the required work. If the course work is not completed in the allotted time during the nine weeks 

after which it is assigned, the incomplete is converted to a Failure (F). 

 

Procedure: Student/parent should contact the teacher who assigned the incomplete for assignments necessary to complete the work. 

The awarding of an incomplete (I) grade must be approved by the Principal or designee.  For extremely long periods of illness, a 

separate plan will be developed between the student/parent and the school. 

 
14. ATHLETIC AND EXTRA CURRICULAR ELIGIBILITY  

 

CIF stipulates that to be eligible for athletics, a student must have earned the equivalent of 20 semester credits of new work the 

previous reporting period.  No more than 5 credits may be counted from Physical Education and athletics combined together. 

 

Students changing schools without changing primary residences may jeopardize athletic eligibility. 

 

California Interscholastic Eligibility policies will govern the participation of all students in athletic programs in the Irvine Unified 

School District.  Students participating in any school sponsored activity which requires extensive time outside of the regular school 

day shall also comply with eligibility requirements of the Irvine Unified School District. 

 

Eligibility requirements for activities are: 

 

Participation: 

 Previous Quarter GPA 2.0 

 Pass 4 classes Previous Quarter (no more than 5 credits can be from PE/Athletics) 

 Enrollment in at least 5 classes 

 

Participants who do not maintain the required GPA and pass 4 classes are placed on academic probation for the subsequent quarter.  

Students on academic probation will work with school staff to monitor progress and provide guidance and support.  Two consecutive 

quarters of failure to meet the GPA requirement for participation will result in ineligibility for the subsequent quarter.  Ineligible status 

will continue until eligibility requirements are met. 

 

During the four high school years, no student will be placed on academic probation more than once. 

 

 

15. CALIFORNIA SCHOLARSHIP FEDERATION REGULATIONS  

 

The California Scholarship Federation (CSF) (grades 10-12) is an academic honor organization that meets on campus. Students who 

meet all the requirements are eligible for special honors at commencement. The following information is excerpted from the 

California Scholarship Federation State By-Laws. 

 

Membership shall be based on scholarship in academic subjects and citizenship only. 

 

Membership is for the Semester following the one in which the qualifying grades were earned, and is for one Semester only.  In order 

to become a member the student must submit an application with the previous Semester's report card (not a transcript) for each 

Semester for which he/she is eligible.   Grades earned in the second Semester of the twelfth grades will count toward Life Seal bearer 

membership but no application is necessary at that time. 

 

Semester Membership is by application only and shall not be automatic or compulsory. Neither may retroactive membership be 

granted to any student who has failed to avail themselves of the opportunity to become a member. 

 

Semester membership shall be granted as follows: A student carrying 4 or 5 subjects not counting Physical Education and repeated 

subjects must earn a minimum of 20 CSF points. A Northwood High School course list has been approved by CSF with courses 

designated according to lists I, II, and III.  (Refer to the club advisor for course lists and specific course values) 
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CSF points shall be calculated as follows: 

 

 

List 1 Classes: 

A in AP Class     6 points 

A in Honors/non-Honors class or B in AP Class 5 points 

B in Honors class     4 points 

(A grade of B shall be interpreted to mean 

 that lowest grade which recommends to  

the University of California.) 

 

 List 2 or 3 Classes: 

A       2 points 

B      1 point 

Additional questions should be addressed to the current CSF Advisor. 

 

16. GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS  

THERE ARE THREE BASIC REQUIREMENTS FOR HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION:  

 

 

 

A. CREDITS 

 

Students must complete a total of **215 credits.  Each course taken for a semester earns 5 credits.  Students must be enrolled in 6 

courses each semester in grades 9-11. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

B. HIGH SCHOOL EXIT EXAM (HSEE)  
 

All  students must pass the HIGH SCHOOL EXIT EXAM (HSEE) in order to obtain a diploma.  Students will take the test in the 

spring of their Sophomore year.  Thereafter they will have two available testing dates a year to work on passing the test. 

 

 

C.           SPECIFIC COURSE REQUIREMENTS 
 

There are specific course requirements that must be met by all students to obtain a high school diploma.  These course requirements 

are listed on the next page titled minimum High School Graduation Requirements. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Total Credits Required:  

**215 
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Irvine Unified School District 

Minimum High School 

Graduation Requirements 
           Effective Graduation Class of 2006 

Graduation will be authorized by the Board of Education and a diploma will be granted to all students who have earned 

a minimum of 215 semester units of credit during grades 9-12 according to one of the two sets of requirements defined 

below.  All Graduates are required to pass the California High School Exit Exam. 

Note: A course taken for a single block for a semester, or a double block every day for a semester, normally earns five 

semester units of credit.  A course counts in only one category. 

Content Area  College / 

University 

Entrance 

Requirements 

High School 

Diploma 

Requirements 

         

English  40*  40**   

Mathematics 

    

30* 

Must include Alg 

II   

20  

Must complete Alg 

I  

Science  20*  20  

Social Science  30* 30  

     Social Science units must include:       

          World Studies [10]*  [10]  

          American History [10]*  [10]  

          American Government [5]*  [5]  

          Economics [5]*  [5]  

Foreign Language  20*     

Fine Arts   10*    

Foreign Language or Fine Arts  

     (10 units of one or 10 of the other)  
   10  

Physical Ed    20 20  

Health    5.00** 5.00**  

U.C. Elective  20*   

Elective  20.0  80.0 

          Total Units  215  215  

 *  U.C. Approved Courses 

**Effective Class of 2011 

  

http://www.cde.ca.gov/statetests/hsee/hsee.html
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16. COMMUNITY SERVICE  

 

The benefits of a community service experience for high school students are well known and include not only significant contributions 

to the community, but personal growth rewards that cannot be achieved in other ways.  During the last several years, there has been an 

increased interest in high school community service.  It has become a part of an increasing number of high school programs across the 

country and in some cases has been adopted as a district graduation requirement.  Many high school students whether community 

service is a formal part of their program or not, make special note of volunteer experiences on their college applications.  This 

background is well received by college admissions officers in the case of students who have made substantial contributions of time 

and talent to charitable organizations.   

 

Irvine Unified high schools recognize graduates who voluntarily engage in at least 25 hours of community service in any given year 

prior to graduation.  Services will be noted on student transcripts each year that a student completes 25 hours.  Forms are available in 

the College/Career Center. 

 

17. COLLEGE/CAREER RESOURCES 
 

The Career Center at Northwood High School provides students and parents with a wealth of free resources relative to both career 

pursuits and college admission. Below are listed some of the materials and activities that are found in our Career Center. 

 

A. COMPUTERIZED GUIDANCE PROGRAMS 

Å Choices -includes interest and skills inventories, reports on occupations with links to post-secondary education. 

Å College View - includes multimedia presentations of many colleges and universities, a scholarship module, and 

career information. 

 

B. CAREER RESOURCES 

 Å Occupational Outlook handbook 

 Å Occupational Guidance Series 

 Å Encyclopedia of Careers 

 Å Interest Surveys 

 Å Dictionary of Occupational Titles 

 Å Periodicals on occupational trends and individual careers 

Å Speakers on individual careers (scheduled periodically through year) 

 Å Careers Research Monographs 

C. COLLEGE RESOURCES 

 Å College brochures, catalogs, viewbooks 

 Å Guides to colleges (Peterson's, etc.) 

Å College ranking publications (GourmansReport, Ruggs, etc.) 

 Å Applications 

Video cassettes and CD-ROM presentations of individual colleges 

Å College admissions representative (scheduled throughout the year) 

Å Admissions testing information and applications 

 Å Admissions test preparation materials 

 Å Financial aid applications and information 

Å Summer enrichment and college programs information 

 

D. SCHOLARSHIP INFORMATION 

 Å Bulletin Board devoted to scholarships 

 Å Brochures and flyers 
 

E. REGIONAL OCCUPATIONAL PROGRAM 

Å Coastline ROP course descriptions and schedules 

Å Transportation assistance to off-campus ROP classes 

F. MILITARY INFORMATION  

 Å Brochures and catalogs 

Å Representatives from academies and recruiting centers (scheduled throughout year) 

G. EMPLOYMENT INFORMATION 

Å Job Board lists part-time employment opportunities 

 Å Recruiting for post-high school employment 

 Å Work Permit applications 
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18. COASTLINE REGIONAL OCCUPATIONAL  

 PROGRAM (ROP) 

ROP is a unique educational program designed to provide students with the opportunity to explore, discover or confirm their career 

interests.  Choosing the right job, the right college or the right career path can be a long and difficult endeavor.  Education, experience 

and exposure can make this process easier.  Early exposure, preparation and experimentation by taking classes specific to a career 

pathway are solid steps toward future success. 

 

ROP classes are offered in each of the five career pathway areas:  Arts and Communication, Business and Marketing, Health Sciences 

and Science and Technology.  Classes are held at various high school and business sites throughout Orange County.  Students 

are responsible for their own transportation, including to and from internship sites.  Most classes are held outside of the NHS Bell 

schedule.  Classes with an (unpaid) internship or cooperative arrangement earn 10 credits per semester, and classes without an 

internship or cooperative arrangement earn 5 credits per semester.  ROP semesters run concurrent to the NHS calendar.  Credits are 

shown on the transcript as elective units.  Classes are open to students 16 years of age, juniors and seniors. 

 

For additional information, contact your ROP Career Specialist on campus at 936-7220. 

 

ROP CLASSES OFFERED 

 

ARTS AND COMMUNICATIONS  

 3-D Media Design 

 Computer Graphics 

 Desktop Publishing  

 Digital Imaging  

 Floral Design Internship 

 Interior Design 

 Multimedia Communications 

 Music Technology  

 Theater Technology 

 Video/Television Production 

 Video Technology 

 Advanced Video/TV Production 

 Advanced Photography 

 Visual Communication  

 Website Development 

 Website Management 

 

BUSINESS AND MARKETING  

 Banking/Financial Services 

 Business Internship 

Business Technology 

Business Technology Cooperative 

 Computer Basics 

 Computerized Accounting 

 Entrepreneurship 

 E-Marketing 

 Marketing Principles 

 Internet 

 Microsoft Office 

 Office Technology 

 Retail Sales/Merchandising Internship 

 Retail Sales/Merchandising Cooperataive 

  

HEALTH SCIENCES  

 Animal Health Care Internship 

 Dental Assistant/Front Office 

 Dental Assistant Internship 

 Emergency Medical Technician (EMT) 

 First Responder 

 Hospital Clerical Internship 

 Intro to Medical Careers 

 Medical Terminology 
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 Medical Office Management 

 Optical Assistant Internship 

 RDA Preparation Cooperative 

 CNA Internship 

 Sports Medicine Internship 

 

PUBLIC SERVIC ES 

 Administration of Justice 

 Baking and Pastry 

 Crime Scene Investigation 

 Culinary Arts Internship 

 Careers with Children Internship 

 Careers in Education 

 Careers with Children - Cooperative 

 Cosmetology 

 Food Service ï Cooperative 

 Esthetician 

Hotel and Tourism Careers 

 Manicuring  

 Service Careers - Cooperative 

 

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY  

 Automotive Technology 

 Automotive Technology II 

 A+ Certification Prep. 

 Net+ Certification Prep. 

 Cisco Academy (All levels) 

 Computer Aided Drafting 

 Construction Technology 

 Solar Technology 

 

20. POST HIGH SCHOOL INFORMATION  
 

COLLEGE ENTRANCE REQUIREMENTS  

Below are listed minimum entrance requirements for the three tax-supported post-high school institutions. Private school and 

programs or conditions within the institutions listed may require more specific requirements. Admission to most colleges and 

universities is partly dependent on entrance examinations taken late in the junior year or during the senior year. See or call a counselor 

for more detailed information. 

 

COMMUNITY COLLEGE  

All graduates of Northwood High School are eligible for admission to a public community college. Students 18 years of age may 

enroll without a diploma. 

 

A. Transfer Program 

A high school student who meets the university eligibility requirements will simply take courses which parallel those which would 

have been completed at the university. Community colleges and the universities work closely together to ensure the transition from the 

sophomore year at the community college to the junior year at the university. Again, students must discuss their plans with the 

community college counselor to match their courses with the college or university to which they will transfer. Students who have not 

met university requirements at high school graduation will have an opportunity to make them up at the community college in addition 

to pursuing a transfer program. 

 

 

B. Vocational Program 

The community colleges provide a variety of vocational programs lasting from six months to two years. Students earn certificates 

upon completion of programs. 

 

 

 

C. Matriculation 

California's community colleges have instituted a required procedure which will help assure students of receiving any assistance they 

may need. Matriculation includes placement testing in English, college reading, and mathematics. Orientation helps students read the 
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catalog and class schedule, understand the transfer process, and select appropriate classes. The advisement portion of matriculation 

allows students to work directly with counselors to plan their programs for the current semester. 

 

There are five steps to enrolling at the Community College: 

1. Apply: pick up application in Career Center and submit by June. 

2. Testing: make an appointment for placement testing as soon as application is submitted. 

3. Orientation/advisement: after testing is completed, make an appointment for orientation/advisement. 

4. Registration: you will be given an appointment card for registration. You may register on that date or any time afterward. 

5. Counseling: Make an appointment for counseling to discuss career goals, transfer programs, or to update your program. 

A hint for easier registration: by taking a summer school course at the community college, a student will be given an earlier 

registration appointment as a continuing student and avoid the later registration "crush" with all new students.  Students who 

participate in special programs provided by the community colleges will also receive priority registration. 

 
21. CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY  

 

A. REQUIREMENTS  

 

 1. A high school diploma. 

 

2. SUBJECTS 

 

 3. English    4 years 

Mathematics   3 years 

   (Algebra, Geometry, Algebra 2) 

U.S. History and/or 

  Government   1 year 

Science    1 year  

  (Including laboratory ) 

Foreign Language  2 years (In the same language subject to waiver for applicants who demonstrate 

equivalent competence*) 

Visual and  Performing Arts 1 year 

 

Electives 3 years (Courses selected from English, advanced mathematics, social studies, 

laboratory science, agriculture, foreign language, and the visual and performing 

arts.) 

 

 4. Scholarship Requirements 

Eligibility for admission is determined by a weighted combination of GPA and a score on either the ACT or SAT. A 

GPA above 3.00 in grades 10-12 (all classes except P.E. meets eligibility requirements regardless of test scores). 

Eligibility for students with grade point averages between 2.00 and 3.00 depends upon satisfactory SAT or ACT 

scores. 

 

5. The new SAT1 exam will be implemented in March 2005.  New Eligibility Index Tables will be available after this 

date. 

 

 

 

22. UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA  

 

A.  REQUIREMENTS  

 

1. A high school diploma. 

 

2. SUBJECTS 

To satisfy the Subject Requirement, students must complete the high school courses listed below with a grade point average defined 

by the Scholarship Requirement. This sequence of courses is also known as the "a-f" subjects or requirements. Students must take 15 

units of high school courses to fulfill the Subject Requirement seven units of which must be taken in the last two years of high school. 

A unit is equal to an academic year, or two semesters, of study. To be acceptable to the University, the courses must appear on a list 

certified by the high school principal as meeting the University's minimum admissions requirements. 
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A.         HISTORY/SOCIAL SCIENCE - 2 years required  
Two years of history/social science, including one year of U.S. History or one-half year of U.S. History and one half year of 

Economics or American Government; and one year of world history, cultures, and geography. 

 

B. ENGLISH ï 4 years required 

Four years of college-preparatory English that include frequent and regular writing, and reading of classic and modern 

literature, poetry, and drama.  Not more than two semesters of 9
th
 grade English can be used to meet this requirement. 

 

 

C.  MATHE MATICS -3 years required 

(*4 years recommended) 

Three years of college preparatory mathematics that includes the topics of elementary and advanced algebra and three 

dimensional geometry.  Math courses in the 7
th
 and 8

th
 grades may be used to fulfill this requirement. 

 

D. LABORATORY SCIENCE - 2 years required, 

 (*3 years recommended) 

Two years of laboratory science providing fundamental knowledge in at least two of these three areas: biology, chemistry, 

and physics. Laboratory courses in earth/space sciences are acceptable if they have as prerequisites or provide basic 

knowledge in biology, chemistry, or physics. Not more than one year of grade 9 laboratory science can be used to meet this 

requirement. 

 

E. LANGUAGE other than ENGLISH  -2 years  

    required, 3 recommended 

Two years of a language other than English. Courses should emphasize speaking and understanding, and include instruction 

in grammar, vocabulary, reading and composition. 

 

F. VISUAL AND PERFORMING ARTS ï 1 year of coursework in Visual & Performing Arts. Effective Class of 2003. 

 

G. COLLEGE PREPARATORY ELECTIVES - 1 year required 

One units (four semesters), in addition to those required in "a-f" above, chosen from the following areas: visual and 

performing arts, history, social science, English, advanced mathematics, laboratory science, and languages other than English 

a third in the language used for the "e'' requirement or two years of another language. 

 

Documentation of formal instruction in a school where a language other than English was used for two years beyond 6th 

grade for UC system or three years after age 7 for CSU system. Check each school's criteria. 

 

 

COURSE LIST FOR 2007-08 

 

Courses to meet requirements for admission: 

Underlined courses denote extra honors credit:  a=5, b=4, c=3. 

 

a-HI STORY 

 Humanities Core 9: World History A, B 

 Humanities Core 9: World History  A, B (H) 

 Humanities Core 10: U.S.History  A, B 

 Humanities Core 10: U.S.History  A, B (H)  

 European History A, B (AP) 

 U.S. History A, B (AP) 

 American Government 

 American Government (AP) 

 Model United Nations:  American Government 

 Survey U.S. History (semester) 

 Survey World History (semester) 

 

b-ENGLISH  
 Humanities Core 9: English A, B 

 Humanities Core 9: English A, B (H) 

 Humanities Core 10: English A, B 

 Humanities Core 10: English A, B (H) 

 European Literature A, B 
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 European Literature A, B (H) 

 English Literature A, B (AP) 

 Contemporary Literature A, B 

English Language Development 3A, 3B 

 (*1 year maximum) 

 

c-MATHEMATICS   

*(May only be used for the ócôrequirement) 

 *Alg ebra 1A, 1B 

 *Geometry A, B 

 *Geometry A, B (H) 

 *Algebra 2A, 2B 

 *Algebra 2A, 2B (H) 

 Functions, Statistics and Trigonometry A,B 

 Pre-Calculus A, B (H) 

 Statistics A, B (AP) 

 

d-LABORATORY SCIENCE   
 Integrated Science 2A, 2B 

 Integrated Science 2A, 2B (H) 

 Anatomy & Physiology A, B 

Biology A, B (AP) 

 Chemistry A, B    

 Chemistry A, B (AP) 

 Environmental Science A, B (AP) 

Physics A, B 

 Physics A, B (AP) 

 

e-FOREIGN LANGUAGE  
 French 1A, 1B 

 French 2A, 2B 

 French 3A, 3B 

 French 4A, 4B (H)  

 French A, B (AP) 

Spanish 1A, 1B 

 Spanish 2A, 2B 

 Spanish 3A, 3B 

 Spanish 4A, 4B (H)   

 Spanish A, B (AB) 

 American Sign Language 1A, 1B 

 American Sign Language 2A. 2B 

 

f-VISUAL/PERFORMING ARTS  
 Advanced Drama A, B 

               Art History A, B (AP) 

 Bass Clef A, B 

 Beginning Instruments A, B 

Chamber Singers A, B 

 Concert Band A,B 

 Concert Orchestra A,B 

 Concert Chorale A, B 

 CP Ceramics A, B 

 Intermediate Ceramics A, B 

 Creative Drama A, B 

Dance Technique  3A, 3B 

 Dance Technique 1A, 1B 

 Dance Technique 2A, 2B 

 Dance Theatre A, B 

 Digital Graphic Arts A,B 

 Piano Studio A, B 

Guitar 1, 2 
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Intermediate Drama A,B 

 Introduction to Art 

 Jazz Ensemble 1A, 1B 

 Jazz Ensemble 2A, 2B 

 Music Production  

 Music Theory A, B (AP) 

 Orchestra Winds and Percussion A,B 

 Painting/Drawing A, B 

 Philharmonic Orchestra A,B 

 Photographic Arts A,B 

 Advanced Photographic Arts A, B 

 String Orchestra 2A, 2B 

 Studio Art A, B (AP) 

 Advanced  Ceramics A, B  

 Studio Painting/Drawing A, B  

 Symphonic Band A, B 

 Symphonic Orchestra A, B 

 Treble Clef A, B 

Viva Cantar A, B 

 Wind Ensemble A, B 

 Wind Symphony A,B 

            Bel Canto A,B 

 Wind Symphony A, B  

  

g-ELECTIVE COURSES (All courses listed under a-e with the exception of *math courses, plus the following:) 

 

g-ENGLISH  

 Beginning Journalism A, B 

 NHS Howler A, B 

Creative Writing 1 

 Creative Writing 2 

 Speech/Debate 1A, 1B 

 Speech /Debate 2A, 2B 

 

g-MATH  

 Computer Science 1A, 1B (AP) 

 

g-LABORATORY SCIENCE  
 Integrated Science 1A, 1B 

 Integrated Science 1A,1B (H) 

 

g-SOCIAL SCIENCE  
 Economics 

 Political Economy (H) 

 Psychology 

 World Religions 

 Model United Nations:  International Relations 

 Sociology 

  

 

3. ADMISSION GUIDELINES  

To be eligible for admission, applicants must meet the University's undergraduate admission requirements. The following 

guidelines provide the framework within which the campuses establish procedures for selecting applicants when the number 

of eligible applicants exceeds the places available. 

 

Each campus, in consultation with the Office of the President, develops enrollment targets that specify the number of new 

freshman and advanced standing students expected to enroll. Campuses that receive more applications than the number 

required to meet their enrollment target admit students using the criteria described below. 

 

 

 




