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Horticulture 1 is a one-semester, hands-on course providing an introduction to horticulture practices. This course is designed for the 
responsible, self-motivated student who wants to actively participate in the design and maintenance of school gardens while learning 
basic principles of horticulture science. Horticulture 1 content includes: plant growth, soils, plant propagation, plant diseases, and 
gardening tools and techniques.  
 
Understanding and Knowledge:  

• Understand the botany of plant structures and cells  
• Explain plant classifications.  
• Discuss the importance of soils, to include understanding soil texture and structure, and soil amendments.  
• Understand basic gardening activities such as seed planting, watering schedules, and careful use of fertilizers.  
• Identify common plant pests and diseases.  

 
Skills: Students will be able to …  

• Identify conditions required for good plant growth  
• Demonstrate the knowledge and use of soil amendments  
• Effectively use and maintain garden tools and equipment  
• Develop a general understanding of introductory horticulture  
• Propagate plants from cuttings and seeds  
• Identify common plant pests and diseases  
• Maintain healthy school garden plots.  
• Collaborate appropriately with instructor and classmates while functioning as part of a group  
• Demonstrate an understanding of the role climate, water, and monitoring play in successful gardening.  

 
Assessment and ESLRs: Students will …  

• Appropriately demonstrate the ability to communicate clearly in speaking and writing.  
• Study and evaluate plant growth patterns for signs of both health, and stress.  
• Identify and use garden tools for maintaining a healthy, growing garden.  
• Design and develop school gardens that aesthetically reflect a sense of pride and satisfaction  

 
 

HORTICULTURE 2  
 
Prerequisite: Non-college prep course open to Juniors and Seniors  
 
Horticulture 2 is a one-semester, hands-on course which is a follow-up sequel to HORTICULTURE 1. This course is designed for the 
responsible, self-motivated student who wants to actively participate in the design and maintenance of school gardens while continuing 
the study of horticulture science. Horticulture 2 content includes: plant identification and native California plants; fertilizers and soil 
amendments; plant propagation techniques; hydroponics; designing gardens; vegetable and herb gardening; and flower gardening.  
 
Understanding and Knowledge:  

• Understand common plants and environmental conditions unique to California horticulture.  
• Explain how soil amendments and fertilizers augment natural soil conditions.  
• Discuss various plant propagation methods, to include seeds, cuttings, bulbs, and grafting.  
• Discuss how to grow plants using hydroponic systems.  
• Understand the many different components to a successful garden design.  
• Discuss important considerations for growing edible plants.  

 
Skills: Students will be able to …  

• Identify conditions required for good plant growth  
• Demonstrate the knowledge and use of soil amendments  
• Effectively use and maintain garden tools and equipment  
• Develop a general understanding of introductory horticulture  
• Propagate plants from cuttings and seeds  
• Identify common plant pests and diseases  
• Maintain healthy school garden plots.  
• Collaborate appropriately with instructor and classmates while functioning as part of a group  
• Demonstrate an understanding of the role climate, water, and monitoring play in successful gardening.  

 
Assessment and ESLRs: Students will …  

• Appropriately demonstrate the ability to communicate clearly in speaking and writing.  
• Study and evaluate plant growth patterns for signs of both health, and stress.  
• Identify and use garden tools for maintaining a healthy, growing garden.  
• Design and develop school gardens that aesthetically reflect a sense of pride and satisfaction.  
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AP BIOLOGY 
 
Prerequisite: Grade level: 11th or 12th.   3.5 GPA in Honors IS1 and IS2 or 4.0 GPA in IS1 and IS2 or recommendation 
from the student’s current science teacher.  
 
Advanced Placement Biology is designed to be the equivalent of a college introductory biology course usually taken by biology majors 
during their first year. It will include those topics regularly contained in a high-quality college program in introductory biology. The aim 
of the course is to provide students with the conceptual framework, factual knowledge, and analytical skills necessary to deal critically 
with the rapidly changing science of biology.  
 
Time commitment: 10 labs will be conducted throughout the year outside of the regular classroom time. Labs will meet on weekday 
evenings and weekends. A summer reading assignment will also be included.  
 
Financial Requirement: A lab fee of $125.00 per student in addition to the recommendation of purchasing the textbook.  
 
Understanding and knowledge:  
 

• Molecules and Cells (25%)  
• Chemistry of Life  
• Water and organic molecules  
• Free energy changes  
• Enzymes  
• Cells  
• Prokaryotic and Eukaryotic cells  
• Membranes  
• Subcellular organization  
• Cell cycle and its regulation  
• Cellular Energetics  
• Coupled reactions  
• Fermentation and cellular respiration  
• Photosynthesis  
• Heredity and Evolution (25%)  
• Heredity  
• Meiosis and gametogenesis  
• Eukaryotic chromosomes  
• Inheritance patterns  
• Molecular Genetics  
• RNA and DNA structure and function  
• Gene regulation  
• Viral structure and replication  
• Nucleic acid technology and applications  
• Evolutionary Biology  
• Early evolution of life  
• Evidence for evolution  
• Organisms and Populations (50%)  
• Diversity of Organisms  
• Evolutionary patterns  
• Survey of the diversity of life  
• Phylogenic classification  
• Evolutionary relationships  
• Structure and Function of Plants and Animals  
• Reproduction, growth, and development  
• Structural, physiological, and behavioral adaptations  
• Response to the environment  
• Ecology  
• Population dynamics  
• Communities and ecosystems  
• Global issues  

 
Skills: Students will be able to...  

• Use scientific equipment.  
• Demonstrate proficiency in the usage of laboratory equipment.  
• Demonstrate the usage of technological equipment.  
• Analyze and understand scientific concepts.  
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• Apply critical thinking and problem-solving skills in order to analyze mathematical, statistical and scientific data.  
• Identify objective scientific evidence and evaluate the advantages and disadvantages of different solutions to a problem.  
• Demonstrate, analyze and reflect upon personal and social responsibility to the world as an informed and conscientious citizen.  
• Identify and explain science as a human endeavor wherein teams of scientists work together on personal and social perspectives 

in an effort to understand the world around them.  
• Communicate effectively and appropriately in oral and written form.  

 
Assessment & ESLRS: Students will…  

• Form hypotheses and conclusions based on observations, explanations, models and predictions consistent with evidence while 
continually re-evaluating those hypotheses as new evidence is discovered.  

• Design and use tables, graphs, charts and written analyses to communicate findings and conclusions obtained from collected 
data while comparing and contrasting other conclusions based on the same data.  

• Investigate scientific phenomena through experiments, field studies and research done independently and as a group by 
identifying variables which could affect experimental results.  

• Demonstrate and use scientific instruments and technology to collect, organize, and analyze data taken from observations of 
natural objects, organisms, and occurrences.  

• Study and evaluate various solutions to challenges facing communities, using concepts of science and distinguish between 
opinions and  appropriate scientific data. 

 
CHEMISTRY 

 
Prerequisite: Completion of IS1/2 with a C or better.  Concurrent with Algebra 2. 
 
Chemistry AB is a full-year college preparatory class that meets the University of California and the California State University 
requirement for laboratory science. Chemistry is the study of the structure and properties of matter. This course emphasizes critical 
thinking, problem solving, laboratory investigations and independent measurement techniques. The course will cover scientific notation, 
dimensional analysis, atomic structure and theory, the periodic table, the mole concept, electron configurations and periodicity, chemical 
bonding, the properties of gases, liquids and solids, phase changes, chemical kinetics, and equilibrium. Students are required to pass the 
first semester in order to enroll in the second semester.  
 
It is strongly recommended that students purchase a lab manual each semester.  
 
Understanding and Knowledge:  

• Measurements and Calculations including dimensional analysis, significant figures, accuracy and precision, percent error, and 
density.  

• Classification of matter, changes in properties, energy and thermodynamics.  
• Early and modern atomic structures, parts of the atom, nuclear chemistry including nuclear structure and stability, reactions, 

nuclear applications, types of decay, radiation, half-life.  
• Quantum mechanics and electron configuration.  
• Periodic table and periodicity.  
• Chemical nomenclature of ionic compounds, molecules, acids, hydrates and simple organic molecules.  
• Chemical bonding, characteristics of metals, nonmetals, electron transfer, ionic charges, polyatomic ions, nature of ionic bonds, 

nature of diatomic molecules, covalent bonds, Lewis electron dot formulas, coordinate covalent bonds, electronegativity and 
polarity, recognizing ionic versus molecular compounds.  

• The mole concept, derivation of empirical and molecular formulas from experimental data, gram-mole-particle conversion, 
chemical reactions, balancing equations, predicting products, stoichiometry.  

• Properties of liquids and solids, molecular structure and polarity, intermolecular forces, condensation of gases, classes of 
crystalline solids, heat changes and phase changes.  

• Gases, kinetic theory, pressure, gas laws and gas stoichiometry.  
• Solutions, solution formation, factors influencing solubility, concentrations, dilutions, electrolytes, particles in solution, ionic 

equations, using the solubility rules, colligative properties of solutions, osmotic pressure of solutions, solution stoichiometry.  
• Chemical equilibrium, reversible reactions, rates of reactions, writing and interpreting equilibrium constants, Le Chatelier’s 

principle, predicting occurrence of reactions.  
• Acids and Bases, Arrhenious, Bronsted-Lowry definitions, strength of acids and bases, ionization of water, pH, measurements 

of pH, reactions of acids and bases, titration, buffers.  
• Oxidation and Reduction, electron transfer reactions, half reactions, oxidation numbers, balancing redox reactions, use and 

applications of redox.  
• Chemical reactions.  
• Understand the concept of the mole and perform stoichiometric problems and computations.  
• Understand states of matter and physical changes.  
• Discuss scientific and technological advances and their relationship to the modern world.  
• Understand the role of chemistry in our daily lives.  

 
Skills: Students will be able to...  

• Use the scientific process.  
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• Use the scientific method to solve problems.  
• Use the metric system.  
• Design and conduct research through scientific and laboratory investigations using qualitative and quantitative measurements.  
• Exhibit, organize and present the results and conclusions of experiments and research.  
• Use problem-solving skills to conduct laboratory investigations, and incorporate research of current scientific literature and 

other sources of information into these projects.  
• Use scientific equipment.  
• Demonstrate proficiency in the usage of laboratory equipment.  
• Demonstrate the usage of technological equipment.  
• Analyze and understand scientific concepts.  
• Apply critical thinking and problem-solving skills in order to analyze mathematical, statistical and scientific data.  
• Identify objective scientific evidence and evaluate the advantages and disadvantages of different solutions to a problem.  
• Demonstrate, analyze and reflect upon personal and social responsibility to the world as an informed and conscientious citizen.  
• Identify and explain science as a human endeavor wherein teams of scientists work 
• Work together on personal and social perspectives in an effort to understand the world around them.  
• Communicate effectively and appropriately in oral and written form.  

 
Assessment & ESLRS: Students will… 

• Form hypotheses and conclusions based on observations, explanations, models and predictions consistent with evidence while 
continually re-evaluating those hypotheses as new evidence is discovered. 

• Design and use tables, graphs, charts and written analyses to communicate findings and conclusions obtained from collected 
data while comparing and contrasting other conclusions based on the same data. 

• Investigate scientific phenomena through laboratory investigations and research done independently and as a group by 
identifying variables which could affect experimental results. 

• Appropriately demonstrate and use scientific instruments and technology to collect, organize and analyze data. 
• Study and evaluate various solutions to challenges facing communities, using concepts of chemistry and distinguish between 

opinions and appropriate scientific data. 
 
 

AP CHEMISTRY 
 

Prerequisite:  3.5 or better in Chemistry.  Concurrent with Honors Pre-Calculus.  Current science teacher 
recommendation.  
 
This course is designed to be the equivalent of the general chemistry course taken during the first college year.  AP Chemistry is a 
yearlong rigorous course that will provide students an in depth understanding of the theoretical aspects of chemistry.  For some students, 
this course enables them to undertake, as freshmen, second-year work in the chemistry sequence at their institution or to register for 
courses in other fields where general chemistry is a prerequisite. For other students, the AP Chemistry course fulfills the laboratory 
science requirement and frees time for other courses.  
 
Time commitment: 10 labs will be conducted throughout the year outside of the regular classroom time. Labs will meet on weekday 
evenings and weekends. A summer reading assignment will also be included.  
 
Financial Requirement: A lab fee of $150.00 per student in addition to the recommendation of purchasing the textbook.  
 
Understanding and Knowledge:  
1. Structure of Matter  
 A. Atomic theory and atomic structure 
 B. Chemical bonding 
2. States of Matter 
 A.Gases  

B. Liquids and solids  
C. Solutions  

3.  Reactions 
 A. Reaction types 
 B. Stoichiometry 
 C. Equilibrium 
 D. Kinetics 
 E. Thermodynamics 
4. Chemical Calculations 
 A. percentage composition 
 B. Empirical and molecular  formulas from experimental data 
 C. Molar masses from gas density, freezing-point, and boiling-point measurements 
 D. Gas laws, including the ideal gas law, Dalton's law, and Graham's law. 
 E. Stoichiometric relations using the concept of the mole: titration calculations 
 F. Mole fractions; molar and molal solutions  



[67] 
 

 G. Faraday's law of electrolysis  
  H. Equilibrium constants and their applications, including their use for simultaneous equilibria  
  I. Standard electrode potentials and their use; Nernst equation  
 J. Thermodynamic and thermochemical calculations  
  K. Kinetics calculations  
 

 
Skills: Students will be able to…  

• Use the scientific method to solve problems.  
• Use the metric system.  
• Design and conduct research through scientific and laboratory investigations using qualitative and quantitative measurements.  
• Exhibit, organize and present the results and conclusions of experiments and research.  
• Use problem-solving skills to conduct and evaluate fieldwork projects, and incorporate research of current scientific literature 

and other sources of information into these projects.  
 
Use scientific equipment  

• Demonstrate proficiency in the usage of laboratory equipment.  
• Demonstrate the usage of technological equipment.  

 

 
Analyze and understand scientific concepts: 

• Apply critical thinking and problem-solving skills in order to analyze mathematical, statistical and scientific data.  
• Identify objective scientific evidence and evaluate the advantages and disadvantages of different solutions to a problem.  
• Demonstrate, analyze and reflect upon personal and social responsibility to the world as an informed and conscientious citizen.  
• Identify and explain science as a human endeavor wherein teams of scientists work together on personal and social 

perspectives in an effort to understand the world around them.  
 
Assessment & ESLRS: Students will…  

• Form hypotheses and conclusions based on observations, explanations, models and predictions consistent with evidence while 
continually re-evaluating those hypotheses as new evidence is discovered.  

• Design and use tables, graphs, charts and written analyses to communicate findings and conclusions obtained from collected 
data while comparing and contrasting other conclusions based on the same data.  

• Investigate scientific phenomena through experiments, field studies and research done independently and as a group by 
identifying variables which could affect experimental results.  

• Appropriately demonstrate and use scientific instruments and technology to collect, organize, and analyze data taken from 
observations of natural objects, organisms, and occurrences.  

• Study and evaluate various solutions to challenges facing communities, using concepts of science and distinguish between 
opinions and appropriate scientific data.  

 
AP ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE 

 
Prerequisite: Grade level: 11th or 12th. Geometry and IS 2 with a grade of A is recommended or permission by the 
student’s current science teacher.  
 
This course is designed to be the equivalent of the Environmental Science course taken during the first college year. AP Environmental 
Science is a full year college level laboratory course. Students will examine environmental issues from an economic, scientific, 
sociological, and historical point of view. The goal of this AP science course is to provide students with the scientific principles, 
concepts, and methodologies required to understand the interrelationships of the natural world, to identify and analyze environmental 
problems both natural and human-made, to evaluate the relative risks associated with these problems, and to examine alternative 
solutions for resolving and/or preventing them. The course will focus on the "real science" behind environmental problems and issues, 
and it is required that students successfully complete at least two years of high school laboratory science (one year of life science and one 
year of physical science) before enrolling in this rigorous course.  
 
It is strongly recommended that students purchase a lab manual each semester.  
 
Time commitment: 10 labs will be conducted throughout the year outside of the regular classroom time. Labs will meet on weekday 
evenings and weekends. A summer reading assignment will also be included.  
 
Financial Requirement: A lab fee of $125.00 per student in addition to the recommendation of purchasing the textbook.  
 
Understanding and knowledge:  

• Scientific Analysis (5%)  
  A. Observing the Natural World and Developing Hypotheses  
  B. Collecting Data  
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  C. Modeling  
  D. Critical Interpretation of Data  

• Interdependence of Earth's Systems: Fundamental Principles and Concepts (25%)  
  A. The Flow of Energy  
  B. The Cycling of Matter  
  C. The Solid Earth  
  D. The Atmosphere  
  E. The Biosphere  

• Human Population Dynamics (10%)  
  A. History and Global Distribution  

  B. Carrying Capacity -- Local, Regional, Global  
  C. Cultural and Economic Influences  
• Renewable and Nonrenewable Resources: Distribution, Ownership, Use, Degradation (15%)  
  A. Water  
  B. Minerals  
  C. Soils  
  D. Biological  
  E. Energy  
  F. Land  
• Environmental Quality (20%)  

  A. Air/Water/Soil  
  B. Solid Waste  
  C. Impact on Human Health  
• Global Changes and Their Consequences (15%)  
  A. First-order Effects  

       Higher-order Interactions  
• Environment and Society: Trade-Offs and Decision Making (5%)  

  A. Economic Forces  
 B. Cultural and Aesthetic Considerations  
 C. Environmental Ethics  
 D. Environmental Laws and Regulations (International, National, and Regional)  

• Choices for the Future (5%)  
  A. Conservation  
  B. Preservation  
  C. Remediation  
  D. Sustainability  

 
Skills: Students will be able to…  

• Use the scientific method to solve problems.  
• Use the metric system.  
• Design and conduct research through scientific and laboratory investigations using qualitative and quantitative measurements.  
• Exhibit, organize and present the results and conclusions of experiments and research.  
• Use problem-solving skills to conduct and evaluate fieldwork projects, and incorporate research of current scientific literature 

and other sources of information into these projects.  
• Demonstrate proficiency in the usage of laboratory equipment.  
• Demonstrate the usage of technological equipment  
• Apply critical thinking and problem-solving skills in order to analyze mathematical, statistical and scientific data.  
• Identify objective scientific evidence and evaluate the advantages and disadvantages of different solutions to a problem.  
• Demonstrate, analyze and reflect upon personal and social responsibility to the world as an informed and conscientious citizen.  
• Identify and explain science as a human endeavor wherein teams of scientists work together on personal and social 

perspectives in an effort to understand the world around them.  
• Communicate effectively and appropriately in oral and written form.  

 
Assessment & ESLRS: Students will…  

• Form hypotheses and conclusions based on observations, explanations, models and predictions consistent with evidence while 
continually re-evaluating those hypotheses as new evidence is discovered.  

• Design and use tables, graphs, charts and written analyses to communicate findings and conclusions obtained from collected 
data while comparing and contrasting other conclusions based on the same data.  

• Investigate scientific phenomena through experiments, field studies and research done independently and as a group by 
identifying variables which could affect experimental results.  
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PHYSICS 
 
Prerequisite: Concurrent enrollment in Algebra 2 and completion of IS1 and IS 2 with a C or better.  
 
Physics is a survey course of the systematic principles that govern the physical world. Emphasis will be placed upon conceptual 
understanding of physical phenomenon. Physics is a full-year college preparatory class that meets the University of California and the 
California State University requirement for laboratory science. Students are required to pass the first semester in order to enroll in the 
second semester. It is strongly recommended that students purchase a lab manual each semester.  
 
Understanding and Knowledge:  

• Thermodynamics  
• Electricity  
• Magnetism  
• Electromagnetism  
• Light and Optics  
• Motion and Forces  
• Vectors and Projectiles  
• Momentum  
• Energy  
• Fluid Dynamics  
• Thermodynamics 
• Waves and Sound  
• Light and Optics  
• Electricity and Magnetism  

 
Skills: Students will be able to...  

• Use the scientific process.  
• Use the scientific method to solve problems.  
• Use the metric system.  
• Design and conduct research through scientific and laboratory investigations using qualitative and quantitative measurements.  
• Exhibit, organize and present the results and conclusions of experiments and research.  
• Use problem-solving skills to conduct laboratory investigations, and incorporate research of current scientific literature and 

other sources of information into these projects.  
• Use scientific equipment.  
• Demonstrate proficiency in the usage of laboratory equipment.  
• Demonstrate the usage of technological equipment.  
• Analyze and understand scientific concepts.  
• Apply critical thinking and problem-solving skills in order to analyze mathematical, statistical and scientific data.  
• Identify objective scientific evidence and evaluate the advantages and disadvantages of different solutions to a problem.  
• Demonstrate, analyze and reflect upon personal and social responsibility to the world as an informed and conscientious citizen.  
• Identify and explain science as a human endeavor wherein teams of scientists work  
• Work together on personal and social perspectives in an effort to understand the world around them.  
• Communicate effectively and appropriately in oral and written form.  

 
Assessment & ESLRS: Students will…  

• Students will form hypotheses and conclusions based on observations, explanations, models and predictions consistent with 
evidence while continually re-evaluating those hypotheses as new evidence is discovered.  

• Design and use tables, graphs, charts and written analyses to communicate findings and conclusions obtained from collected 
data while comparing and contrasting other conclusions based on the same data.  

• Investigate scientific phenomena through laboratory investigations and research done independently and as a group by 
identifying variables which could affect experimental results.  

• Appropriately demonstrate and use scientific instruments and technology to collect, organize, and analyze data.  
• Study and evaluate various solutions to challenges facing communities, using concepts of chemistry and distinguish between 

opinions and appropriate scientific data.  
 

AP PHYSICS  
 

Prerequisite: Grade level: 11th or 12th. Concurrent enrollment in Honors Pre-Calculus or above and completion of 
H IS 1 and H IS 2 with grades of 3.5 average for all four semesters and current science teacher recommendation.  

  
This course includes topics in both classical and modern physics. Knowledge of algebra and basic trigonometry is required for the course; 
the basic ideas of calculus may be introduced in the theoretical development of some physical concepts, such as acceleration and work. 
Understanding of the basic principles involved and the ability to apply these principles in the solution of problems should be the major 
goals of the course. Topics include but are not limited to Newtonian Mechanics, Thermal Physics, Electricity and Magnetism, Waves and 
Optics and Atomic and Nuclear Physics.  
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Time commitment: 10 labs will be conducted throughout the year outside of the regular classroom time. Labs will meet on weekday 
evenings and weekends. A summer reading assignment will also be included.  
 
Financial Requirement: A lab fee of $125.00 per student in addition to the recommendation of purchasing the textbook.  
 
Understanding and knowledge:  
 
Newtonian Mechanics  

• Kinematics (including vectors, vector algebra, components of vectors, coordinate systems, displacement, velocity, and 
acceleration)  

• Newton's laws of motion (including friction and centripetal force)  
• Work, energy, power  
• Systems of particles, linear momentum  
• Circular motion and rotation  
• Oscillations and gravitation  

Thermal Physics  
• Temperature and heat  
• Kinetic theory and thermodynamics  

Electricity and Magnetism  
• Electrostatics  
• Conductors, capacitors, dielectrics  
• Electric circuits  
• Magnetostatics  
• Electromagnetism  

Optics and Motion  
• Wave Optics  
• Physical motion  
• Geometric optics  

Atomic and Nuclear physics  
• Atomic physics and quantum effects  
• Nuclear physics  

 
Skills: Students will be able to…  

• Use the scientific method to solve problems.  
• Use the metric system.  
• Design and conduct research through scientific and laboratory investigations using qualitative and quantitative measurements.  
• Exhibit, organize and present the results and conclusions of experiments and research.  
• Use problem-solving skills to conduct and evaluate fieldwork projects, and incorporate research of current scientific literature 

and other sources of information into these projects.  
• Demonstrate proficiency in the usage of laboratory equipment.  
• Demonstrate the usage of technological equipment.  
• Apply critical thinking and problem-solving skills in order to analyze mathematical, statistical and scientific data.  
• Identify objective scientific evidence and evaluate the advantages and disadvantages of different solutions to a problem.  
• Demonstrate, analyze and reflect upon personal and social responsibility to the world as an informed and conscientious citizen.  
• Identify and explain science as a human endeavor wherein teams of scientists work together on personal and social perspectives 

in an effort to understand the world around them.  
• Communicate effectively and appropriately in oral and written form.  

 
Assessment & ESLRS: Students will…  

• Form hypotheses and conclusions based on observations, explanations, models and predictions consistent with evidence while 
continually re-evaluating those hypotheses as new evidence is discovered.  

• Design and use tables, graphs, charts and written analyses to communicate findings and conclusions obtained from collected 
data while comparing and contrasting other conclusions based on the same data.  

• Investigate scientific phenomena through experiments, field studies and research done independently and as a group by 
identifying variables which could affect experimental results.  
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WORLD LANGUAGES 
  

 
In order to function successfully in the global society and world marketplace of the twenty-first century, it is essential to be equipped 
linguistically and culturally in English and another World Language. Proficiency in more than one language affords students these 
opportunities: to communicate with people of other cultures, to expand their thinking beyond customary boundaries, to develop higher 
level cognitive skills and to become more flexible thinkers, to access additional information first-hand, and to raise awareness of self,  
others and of the interrelationship between language and culture.  
 
At Northwood High School, we believe all students can and should learn a language other than English. However, World Language  
courses are academic electives and successful completion at each level is necessary to advance to and succeed in the subsequent level. 
With the exception of Everyday Spanish, which is one semester, all World Language courses are yearlong with entry in the fall. We  
offer a five-year program in both Spanish and French at this time. Due to the nature of the five-year program and course offerings at  
the junior high schools, students who begin the language program in the ninth grade can still advance to the fifth year of the program. 
Students who have earned an “A” in Spanish 3, meet the required score (or level) on a placement assessment, and are recommended by 
their teacher may enroll in AP Spanish. Students who have earned an “A” in French 3 and are recommended by their teacher may enroll  
in AP French. Future languages will be considered with regard to student interest and demand. Our current course offerings are:  
 

Spanish Courses French Courses American Sign Language 
Everyday Spanish (one semester)   
Spanish 1 French 1 ASL I 
Spanish 2 French 2 ASL II 
Spanish 3 French 3 ASL III 
Honors Spanish 4* Honors French 4*  
Advanced Placement Spanish* Advanced Placement French*  

 
* Indicates courses that carry a weighted grade with an honor point. 
 
 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
 
 
A typical schedule could include a World Language course that would meet on alternating days for an entire year. The schedule below 
illustrates how this might look for a freshman also enrolled in Humanities Core 9, Algebra 1 and Integrated Science 1.  
 

 ODD DAY       EVEN DAY  
1        Humanities 9 World History 2         Humanities 9 World Literature  
3        Spanish 1 4 
5 6         Integrated Science 1  
7 8                                           
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EVERYDAY SPANISH  
 

Prerequisite: Non-college prep course, one semester only  
 
This course is an introduction to the Spanish language and various cultural components with respect to the some 21 countries where 
Spanish is spoken. In this course students will learn Spanish language structure of a variety of “real world” related themes, such as 
ordering a meal at a restaurant, communicative skills at the workplace, shopping at a commercial establishment, etc. The primary focus 
will be oral and comprehension communication skills. Students will be expected to participate in monologues, dialogues, mini-speeches, 
etc. at all class meetings.  
 
Understanding and Knowledge...  

• The cultures that use Spanish and how language and cultures interact in societies.  
• The connections between Spanish and the content from other disciplines.  
• The nature, structure, and culture of one’s own language by contrasting it to and making comparisons with Spanish.  
• The communities at home and around the world, preparing the students to become part of the global community.  
• The Spanish language system in order to enhance communication and convey meeting between the students and other users of 

the language.  
 
Skills: Students will be able to. . .  

• Communicate in Spanish in a variety of modes including listening, speaking, reading and writing in order to convey and 
receive meaningful messages at a basic level.  

• Access and interpret information in Spanish from a variety of sources, styles, and culture contexts appropriate to the level of 
the class.  

 
Assessments & ESLRs: Students will. . .  

• Communicate effectively in Spanish through oral conversation and simulations, written assignments, projects, and 
presentations within an appropriate culture context at a basic level.  

• Expand their sense of community to include a global perspective and appreciation for diversity and understanding of a variety 
of Spanish-speaking cultures.  

• Assume responsibility of enhancing learning outside the class by using effective acquired learning strategies and ethical 
behavior. 

 
 

SPANISH 1 
  

Prerequisite: None. Spanish 1 is a year long, academic college prep elective  
 
This course is an introduction to the Spanish language and its cultures. Students acquire a basic understanding of the language system and 
the various Spanish-speaking cultures, along with the skills necessary to communicate in a variety of modes at a basic level. Students 
have opportunities to experience situations they might actually encounter in a Spanish-speaking environment and to use the language to 
convey and interpret meaning at a basic level.  
 
Understanding and Knowledge:  

• The cultures that use Spanish and how language and cultures interact in societies.  
• The connections between Spanish and the content from other disciplines.  
• The nature, structure, and culture of one's own language by contrasting it to and making comparisons with Spanish.  
• The communities at home and around the world, preparing the students to become part of the global community  
• The Spanish language system in order to enhance communication and convey meaning between the students and other users of 

the language.  
 
Skills: Students will be able to...  

• Communicate in Spanish in a variety of modes including listening, speaking, reading and writing in order to convey and 
receive meaningful messages at a basic level.  

• Access and interpret information in Spanish from a variety of sources, styles, and cultural contexts appropriate to the level of 
the class. 

 
Assessments and ESLRs: Students will …  

• Communicate effectively in Spanish through oral conversations and simulations, written assignments, projects, and 
presentations within an appropriate cultural context at a basic level.  

• Demonstrate critical and creative thinking by identification, recall, and analysis of information in Spanish in order to 
effectively draw conclusions and apply them.  

• Expand their sense of community to include a global perspective and appreciation for diversity and understanding of a variety 
of Spanish-speaking cultures.  

• Assume responsibility for enhancing learning outside the class by using effective acquired learning strategies and ethical 
behavior.  
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SPANISH 2 
 

Prerequisite: Spanish 1 with a “C” or better and/or teacher recommendation  
 
This course is an enhancement of the basic study of the Spanish language and its cultures. Students expand their understanding of the 
language system  
and the various Spanish-speaking cultures, along with the skills needed to communicate in a variety of modes with increased complexity 
and proficiency. Students have opportunities to experience situations they might actually encounter in a Spanish-speaking environment 
and to use language to convey  
and interpret meaning appropriate to their level.  
 
Understanding and Knowledge:  

• The cultures that use Spanish and how language and cultures interact in societies  
• The connections between Spanish and the content from other disciplines  
• The nature, structure, and culture of one's own language by contrasting it to and making comparisons with Spanish  
• The communities at home and around the world, preparing the students to become part of the global community  
• The Spanish language system in order to enhance communication and convey meaning between the students and other users of 

the language  
 
Skills: Students will be able to...  

• Increase communication in Spanish from the present to the past and future in a variety of modes including listening, speaking, 
reading and 
 writing in order to convey and receive meaningful messages.  

• Access and interpret information in Spanish from a variety of sources, styles, and cultural contexts appropriate to the level of 
the class.  

 
Assessments & ESLRs: Students will …  

• Communicate effectively in Spanish through oral conversations and simulations, written assignments, projects, and 
presentations within an appropriate cultural context with a set of predetermined criteria that reflect the skills acquired.  

• Demonstrate critical and creative thinking by identification, recall, and analysis of information in Spanish in order to 
effectively draw conclusions and apply them to more complex structures and situations.  

• Become community participants with a global perspective and an expanded appreciation for diversity and understanding of a 
variety of Spanish-speaking cultures.  

• Assume responsibility for enhancing learning outside the class by using effective acquired learning strategies and ethical 
behavior.  

 
SPANISH 3 

 
Prerequisites: Spanish 2 with a “B” or better and/or teacher recommendation  
 
This course is a continuation, reinforcement and strengthening of the knowledge and skills acquired in Spanish 2. Students expand their 
understanding of the language system and the various Spanish-speaking cultures, along with the skills necessary to adequately react to 
most everyday situations in Spanish. Students have opportunities to experience situations they might actually encounter in a Spanish-
speaking environment and to use the language to express opinions, wishes, doubts, and hypothetical scenarios at a relatively complex 
level.  
 
Understanding and Knowledge:  

• The cultures that use Spanish and how language and cultures interact in societies  
• The connections between Spanish and the content from other disciplines  
• The nature, structure, and culture of one's own language by contrasting it to and making comparisons with Spanish  
• The communities at home and around the world, preparing the students to become part of the global community  
• The Spanish language system in order to expand communication and convey meaning between the students and other users of 

the language  
 
Skills: Students will...  

• Expand communication in Spanish from the present, past, and future to hypothetical situations and expression of wishes, 
doubts, and opinions, in a variety of modes including listening, speaking, reading and writing in order to convey and receive 
meaningful messages.  

• Access and interpret information in Spanish from a variety of sources, styles, and cultural contexts (including unabridged 
literature) appropriate to the level of the class.  

 
Assessments & ESLRs: Students will …  

• Communicate effectively in Spanish through oral conversations, simulations, discussions, written assignments, projects, and 
presentations within an appropriate cultural context with a set of predetermined criteria that reflect intermediate skills.  
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• Demonstrate critical and creative thinking by identification, recall, and analysis, and synthesis of information in Spanish in 
order to effectively draw conclusions and apply them to complex structures and situations. 

• Become community participants with a global perspective and a thorough appreciation for diversity and understanding of a 
variety of Spanish-speaking cultures.  

• Assume responsibility for enhancing learning outside the class by using effective acquired learning strategies and ethical 
behavior in accessing, interpreting, and reporting information.  

 
 

HONORS SPANISH 4 
 
Prerequisite: Spanish 3 with a “B” or better and/or teacher recommendation  
 
Spanish 4 students reinforce and strengthen the knowledge and skills acquired in Spanish 3. Students expand their understanding of the 
language system with advanced grammar study, reading, writing and discussions in Spanish. They read various genres of Spanish 
literature, and acquire and apply the skills necessary to analyze, interpret, discuss, and write about what they read. Students begin to 
prepare for the Advanced Placement exam by augmenting vocabulary, increasing fluency and strengthening all language skills. 
 
Understanding and Knowledge: 

• The cultures that use Spanish and how language and cultures interact in societies. 
• The connections between Spanish and the content from other disciplines. 
• The nature, structure and culture of one’s own language and literature by contrasting it to and making comparisons with 

Spanish. 
• The Spanish language system in order to expand communication and convey meaning between the students and other users and 

multiple forms of the language. 
 
Skills: Students will...  

• Expand and enhance communication in Spanish in present, past, future and hypothetical situations including expression of 
wishes, doubts, and opinions, in a variety of modes including listening, speaking, reading and writing in order to convey and 
receive meaningful messages at a higher level.  

• Access, analyze, and interpret information in Spanish from a variety of sources, styles, and cultural contexts including authentic 
literature appropriate to the advanced level of the class.  

 
Assessments & ESLRs: Students will …  

• Communicate effectively in Spanish through oral conversations, simulations, discussions, written assignments, projects, and 
presentations within appropriate cultural contexts with a set of predetermined criteria that reflect advanced skills.  

• Demonstrate complex critical and creative thinking by identification, recall, and analysis and synthesis of information in 
Spanish in order to effectively draw conclusions and apply them to a variety of situations.  

• Practice community participation with a global perspective and thorough appreciation for diversity and understanding of a 
variety of Spanish-speaking cultures.  

• Assume responsibility for enhancing learning outside the class by using effective acquired learning strategies and ethical 
behavior in accessing, analyzing, interpreting, and reporting information.  

 
 

ADVANCED PLACEMENT SPANISH 
 

Prerequisite:  Honors Spanish 4 with an “A” or “B” is recommended or teacher recommendation.  
 
This course is designed primarily to prepare students for the Advanced Placement Spanish language exam. The class will help students to 
speak and write naturally with a level of fluency acceptable to today’s Spanish-speaking world. Listening, speaking, reading, and writing 
communication skills will be honed while increasing the students’ awareness of contemporary and historical issues and aspects of the 
Spanish -speaking world.  
 
Understanding and Knowledge:  

• The cultures that use Spanish and how language and cultures interact in societies  
• The connections between Spanish and the content from other disciplines  
• The nature, structure, and culture of one's own language and literature by contrasting it to and making comparisons with 

Spanish  
• The communities at home and around the world, preparing the students to become part of the global community  
• The Spanish language system in order to expand communication and convey meaning between the students and other users and 

multiple forms of the language  
 
Skills: Students will...  

• Communicate in Spanish in a wide range of situations, in a variety of modes including listening, speaking, reading and writing 
in order toconvey and receive meaningful messages with ease and fluency within authentic cultural contexts.  
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• Perform the communicative tasks by accessing authentic sources and integrating the skills of listening, reading, speaking and 
writing.  

• Access, analyze, and interpret information in Spanish from a variety of sources, styles, and cultural contexts including authentic 
literature, journalism and film appropriate to the advanced level of the class.  

 
Assessments & ESLRs: Students will …  

• Communicate effectively and fluently in Spanish through oral conversations, simulations, discussions, extensive written 
assignments, projects, and presentations within appropriate cultural contexts with a set of criteria aligned with the AP grading 
standards.  

• Demonstrate complex critical and creative thinking by identification, recall, and analysis and synthesis of information in 
Spanish in order to effectively draw conclusions and apply them to a variety of situations.  

• Participate as community members with a global perspective and extensive appreciation for diversity and understanding of a 
variety of Spanish-speaking cultures locally and at large.  

• Assume responsibility for learning outside the class by using effective learning strategies and ethical behavior in accessing, 
analyzing, interpreting, and reporting information.  

 
FRENCH 1 

 
Prerequisite: None. French 1 is an academic college prep elective  
 
This course is an introduction to the French language and its cultures. Students acquire a basic understanding of the language system and 
the various French-speaking cultures, along with the skills necessary to communicate in a variety of modes at a basic level. Students have 
opportunities to experience situations they might actually encounter in a French-speaking environment and to use the language to convey 
and interpret meaning at a basic level.  
 
Understanding and Knowledge:  

• The cultures that use French and how language and cultures interact in societies . 
• The connections between French and the content from other disciplines.  
• The nature, structure, and culture of one's own language by contrasting it to and making comparisons with French.  
• The communities at home and around the world, preparing the students to become part of the global community.  
• The French language system in order to enhance communication and convey meaning between the students and other users of 

the language.  
 
Skills: Students will be able to...  

• Communicate in French in a variety of modes including listening, speaking, reading and writing in order to convey and receive 
meaningful messages at a basic level.  

• Access and interpret information in French from a variety of sources, styles, and cultural contexts appropriate to the level of 
the class.  

 
Assessments & ESLRs: Students will …  

• Communicate effectively in French through oral conversations and simulations, written assignments, projects, and 
presentations within an appropriate cultural context at a basic level.  

• Demonstrate critical and creative thinking by identification, recall, and analysis of information in French in order to effectively 
draw conclusions and apply them.  

• Expand their sense of community to include a global perspective and appreciation for diversity and understanding of a variety 
of French-speaking cultures.  

• Assume responsibility for enhancing learning outside the class by using effective acquired learning strategies and ethical 
behavior.  

 
FRENCH 2 

 
Prerequisite: French 1 with a “C” or better and/or teacher recommendation  
This course is an enhancement of the basic study of the French language and its cultures. Students expand their understanding of the 
language system and the various French-speaking cultures, along with the skills necessary to communicate in a variety of modes with 
increased complexity and proficiency. Students have opportunities to experience situations they might actually encounter in a French-
speaking environment and to use the language to convey and interpret meaning appropriate to their level.  
 
Understanding and Knowledge:  

• The cultures that use French and how language and cultures interact in societies  
• The connections between French and the content from other disciplines  
• The nature, structure, and culture of one's own language by contrasting it to and making comparisons with French  
• The communities at home and around the world, preparing the students to become part of the global community  
• The French language system in order to enhance communication and convey meaning between the students and other users of 

the language  
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Skills: Students will be able to...  

• Increase communication in French from the present to the past and future in a variety of modes including listening, speaking, 
reading and writing in order to convey and receive meaningful messages.  

• Access and interpret information in French from a variety of sources, styles, and cultural contexts appropriate to the level of the 
class.  

 
Assessments & ESLRs: Students will …  

• Communicate effectively in French through oral conversations and simulations, written assignments, projects, and 
presentations within an appropriate cultural context with a set of predetermined criteria that reflect the skills acquired.  

• Demonstrate critical and creative thinking by identification, recall, and analysis of information in French in order to effectively 
draw conclusions and apply them to more complex structures and situations.  

• Become community participants with a global perspective and an expanded appreciation for diversity and understanding of a 
variety of French-speaking cultures.  

• Assume responsibility for enhancing learning outside the class by using effective acquired learning strategies and ethical 
behavior. 

 
FRENCH 3 

 
Prerequisites: French 2 with a “B” or better and/or teacher recommendation  
 
This course is a continuation, reinforcement and strengthening of the knowledge and skills acquired in French 2. Students expand their 
understanding of the language system and the various French-speaking cultures, along with the skills necessary to adequately react to 
most everyday situations in French. Students have opportunities to experience situations they might actually encounter in a French-
speaking environment and to use the language to express opinions, wishes, doubts, and hypothetical scenarios at a relatively complex 
level.  
 
Understanding and Knowledge:  

• The cultures that use French and how language and cultures interact in societies.  
• The connections between French and the content from other disciplines.  
• The nature, structure, and culture of one's own language by contrasting it to and making comparisons with French.  
• The communities at home and around the world, preparing the students to become part of the global community.  
• The French language system in order to expand communication and convey meaning between the students and other users of 

the language.  
 
Skills: Students will...  

• Expand communication in French from the present, past, and future to hypothetical situations and expression of wishes, 
doubts, and opinions, in a variety of modes including listening, speaking, reading and writing in order to convey and receive 
meaningful messages.  

• Access and interpret information in French from a variety of sources, styles, and cultural contexts (including unabridged 
literature) appropriate to the level of the class.  

 
Assessments & ESLRs: Students will …  

• Communicate effectively in French through oral conversations, simulations, discussions, written assignments, projects, and 
presentations within an appropriate cultural context with a set of predetermined criteria that reflect intermediate skills.  

• Demonstrate critical and creative thinking by identification, recall, and analysis, and synthesis of information in French in order 
to effectively draw conclusions and apply them to complex structures and situations.  

• Become community participants with a global perspective and a thorough appreciation for diversity and understanding of a 
variety of French-speaking cultures.  

• Assume responsibility for enhancing learning outside the class by using effective acquired learning strategies and ethical 
behavior in accessing, interpreting, and reporting information.  

 
 

HONORS FRENCH 4 
 

Prerequisite: French 3 with a “B” or better and/or teacher recommendation.  
 
French 4 students reinforce and strengthen the knowledge and skills acquired in French 3. Students expand their understanding of the 
language system with advanced grammar study, reading, writing and discussions in French. They read various genres of French 
literature, and acquire and apply the skills necessary to analyze, interpret, discuss, and write about what they read. Students begin to 
prepare for the Advanced Placement exam by augmenting vocabulary, increasing fluency and strengthening all language skills.  
 
Understanding and Knowledge:  

• The cultures that use French and how language and cultures interact in societies  
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• The connections between French and the content from other disciplines  
• The nature, structure, and culture of one's own language and literature by contrasting it to and making comparisons with 

French.  
• The communities at home and around the world, preparing the students to become part of the global community.  
• The French language system in order to expand communication and convey meaning between the students and other users and 

multiple forms of the language  
 
Skills: Students will...  

• Expand and enhance communication in French in present, past, future and hypothetical situations including expression of 
wishes, doubts, and opinions, in a variety of modes including listening, speaking, reading and writing in order to convey and 
receive meaningful messages at a higher level.  

• Access, analyze, and interpret information in French from a variety of sources, styles, and cultural contexts including authentic 
literature appropriate to the advanced level of the class.  

 
Assessments & ESLRs: Students will …  

• Communicate effectively in French through oral conversations, simulations, discussions, written assignments, projects, and 
presentations within appropriate cultural contexts with a set of predetermined criteria that reflect advanced skills.  

• Demonstrate complex critical and creative thinking by identification, recall, and analysis and synthesis of information in 
French in order to effectively draw conclusions and apply them to a variety of situations.  

• Practice community participation with a global perspective and thorough appreciation for diversity and understanding of a 
variety of French-speaking cultures.  

• Assume responsibility for enhancing learning outside the class by using effective acquired learning strategies and ethical 
behavior in accessing, analyzing, interpreting, and reporting information. 
 
 

ADVANCED PLACEMENT FRENCH 
 

Prerequisite: Honors French 4 with a “B” or better and/or teacher recommendation; or an “A”in French 3 and 
teacher recommendation  
 
This course is designed primarily to prepare students for the Advanced Placement French language exam. The class will help students to 
speak and write naturally with a level of fluency acceptable to today’s French-speaking world. Listening, speaking, reading, and writing 
communication skills will be honed while increasing the students’ awareness of contemporary and historical issues and aspects of the 
French -speaking world.  
 
Understanding and Knowledge:  

• The cultures that use French and how language and cultures interact in societies. 
• The connections between French and the content from other disciplines. 
• The nature, structure, and culture of one's own language and literature by contrasting it to and making comparisons with 

French. 
• The communities at home and around the world, preparing the students to become part of the global community. 
• The French language system in order to expand communication and convey meaning between the students and other users and 

multiple forms of the language.  
 
Skills: Students will...  

• Communicate in French in a wide range of situations, in a variety of modes including listening, speaking, reading and writing 
in order to convey and receive meaningful messages with ease and fluency within authentic cultural contexts.  

• Access, analyze, and interpret information in French from a variety of sources, styles, and cultural contexts including authentic 
literature, journalism and film appropriate to the advanced level of the class.  

 
Assessments & ESLRs: Students will …  

• Communicate effectively and fluently in French through oral conversations, simulations, discussions, extensive written 
assignments, projects, and presentations within appropriate cultural contexts with a rigorous set of criteria aligned with the AP 
grading standards.  

• Demonstrate complex critical and creative thinking by identification, recall, and analysis and synthesis of information in 
French in order to effectively draw conclusions and apply them to a variety of situations.  

• Participate as community members with a global perspective and extensive appreciation for diversity and understanding of a 
variety of French-speaking cultures locally and at large.  

• Assume responsibility for learning outside the class by using effective learning strategies and ethical behavior in accessing, 
analyzing, interpreting, and reporting information.  
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AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE 1  
 
Prerequisite: ASL 1 is an academic college prep elective  
 
This course is an introduction to the American Sign Language and its culture. Students will develop the fundamentals of communicative 
competence in conversational ASL at a basic level and explore the history and culture of the Deaf in the United States.  
 
Understanding and Knowledge  

• The deaf culture that uses ASL and how language and cultures interact in societies.  
• The connections between ASL and the content from other disciplines.  
• The nature, structure, and culture of one’s own language by contrasting it to and making comparisons with ASL  
• The deaf communities in the United States and around the world, preparing the students to become a part of a  global 

community. 
• The American Sign Language system in order to enhance communication and convey meaning between the students and other 

users of ASL. 
 
Skills: Students will be able to…  

• Understand and perform a vocabulary of 1,000 + signs.  
• Demonstrate expressive finger spelling with correct placement and rhythm.  
• Demonstrate receptive comprehension of finger spelled words.  
• Demonstrate expressive and receptive signing skills for numbers and expressions of time.  
• Describe and demonstrate basic linguistic and grammatical structures of ASL.  
• Describe the history of and current trends in Deaf culture and education.  
• Provide and receive basic information in ASL at a slow and moderate rate.  
• Explain the differences between ASL and other English based signing systems.  

 
Assessments & ESLRs: Students will…  

• Communicate effectively in American Sign Language through signed conversations and simulations, projects, and 
presentations within an appropriate cultural context at a basic level.  

• Demonstrate critical and creative thinking by identification, recall and analysis of information in ASL in order to effectively 
draw conclusions and apply them.  

• Expand their sense of community to include a global perspective and appreciation for diversity and understanding of deaf 
culture.  

• Assume responsibility for enhancing learning outside the class by using effective acquired learning strategies and ethical 
behavior. 

 
 

AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE II 
 

Prerequisite: ASL 1 with a C or better or demonstration of equivalent skills   
Length: 1 year  
 
This course reviews and expands the fundamental skills and concepts taught in ASL I. There will be a focus on the acquisition of 
additional sign vocabulary and complex grammatical structures. The improvement of basic receptive and expressive skills and finger 
spelling will also be emphasized. The course will continue to explore and discuss the history of the Deaf and their culture.  
 
Understanding and Knowledge  

• The deaf culture that uses ASL and how language and cultures interact in societies. 
• The connections between ASL and the content from other disciplines.  
• The nature, structure, and culture of one’s own language by contrasting it to and making comparisons with ASL. 
• The deaf communities in the United States and around the world, preparing the students to become a part of the global 

community. 
• The American Sign Language system in order to enhance communication and convey meaning between the students and other 

users of ASL. 
 

Skills: Students will be able to… 
• Understand and perform a vocabulary of 2,000 + signs.  
• Demonstrate expressive finger spelling with correct placement and rhythm.  
• Demonstrate receptive comprehension of finger spelled words.  
• Demonstrate expressive and receptive signing skills for numbers and expressions of time.  
• Describe and demonstrate basic linguistic and grammatical structures of ASL.  
• Describe the history of and current trends in Deaf culture and education.  
• Provide and receive basic information in ASL at a slow and moderate rate.  
• Explain the differences between ASL and other English based signing systems.  
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Assessments & ESLRs: Students will…  

• Communicate effectively in American Sign Language through signed conversations and simulations, projects, and 
presentations within an appropriate cultural context at a basic level.  

• Demonstrate critical and creative thinking by identification, recall and analysis of information in ASL in order to effectively 
draw conclusions and apply them.  

• Expand their sense of community to include a global perspective and appreciation for diversity and understanding of deaf 
culture.  

• Assume responsibility for enhancing learning outside the class by using effective acquired learning strategies and ethical 
behavior.  

 
 

AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE III 
 

Prerequisite: ASL I and II with a C or better  
Length 1 year  
 
This course is designed to further develop communicative competence using conversational ASL. Development of skills and concepts 
related to finger spelling, vocabulary development, classifiers, linguistics, fluency, receptive and expressive skills will be explored. The 
history of language and culture of people who are Deaf in the United States will be examined and discussed. Upon completion of this 
course, the student will be able to:  

• Converse at a basic level using ASL with few articulation and/or grammatical errors.  
• Demonstrate expressive finger spelling with correct placement, fluency, hand shapes, and palm orientation.  
• Comprehend finger spelled words in context.  
• Demonstrate expressive and receptive signing skills for numbers to 100 and expressions of time.  
• Demonstrate linguistic and grammatical features of the language.  
• Describe the history of and current trends in Deaf culture and education.  
• Provide and receive basic information in ASL at a conversational rate.  
• Contrast ASL and codes of English. 
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THE VISUAL AND PERFORMING ARTS  
 

 
The Fine Arts at Northwood High School includes courses that span all areas of both the performing arts and the visual arts. Courses will 
focus on developing and refining skills of the artist. All Fine Arts courses will create linkages with other academic disciplines whenever 
appropriate to student growth and understanding.  
Areas of focus in the Fine Arts will include: Drama, Vocal Music, Instrumental Music, Dance and the Visual Arts. The following pages 
outline the course offerings for Dance, Drama, Instrumental and Vocal Music.  
 
 
The schedule below illustrates how a Fine Arts class fits into a typical freshman schedule. The student below has elected to take both a 
World Language and a Performing Arts class.  

 ODD DAY        EVEN DAY  
1        Humanities 9 World History 2   Humanities 9 World Literature  
3 4   Symphonic Orchestra  
5        Honors Integrated Science 1 6  French 1  
7        Physical Education 8  
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 CREATIVE DRAMA 1  
 
This class is designed to give students an introduction into the study of drama. The class has a large focus on acting 
but will also deal with other areas of the discipline.  
 
Understanding and Knowledge:  

• The role voice and movement play in character development  
• Acting and other areas of the discipline  

 
Skills: Students will be able to...  

• Work alone and in pairs to present pantomimes and improvised monologues and scenes.  
• Use scripts in preparation for monologues.  
• Self-evaluate through the usage of rubrics, open-ended questions and reflective journals; noting effective elements and making 

suggestions for improvement.  
• Research information about specific theatrical styles that define another time and culture.  
• Use the basic terminology of evaluation -- intent, structure, effectiveness and worth -- when critiquing their own and others' 

performances.  
 
Assessments & ESLRs: Students will….  

• Students will present a believable character in the form of a monologue.  
• Students will define and demonstrate a working knowledge of acting, stage and voice terminology.  
• Students will communicate clearly and appropriately for various audiences.  

 
IMPROVISATIONAL THEATRE 

 
Prerequisite: Creative Drama or Audition 
Grades 10-12 
One Semester Elective 
 
This theatre course is designed to provide the training and skills necessary to communicate with an audience in an engaging, interactive 
and meaningful manner.  Through theatre games, students will demonstrate body movement, voice techniques, stage presence, 
spontaneity, acting techniques and character development.  The class will use principles of teamwork in developing sketches, scenes and 
long form improve for the classroom and public performance.   All students will use the Player Handbook developed by The Comedy 
Sportz High School League and the syllabus designed by the instructor.  Practical application of the presented theatre principles is 
required. 
 
This class does not meet the fine art admission requirement for college.  A full year of Creative Drama meets the CSU and UC 
requirements for admission.  Students will earn 5 units of elective credits per semester involved.  The course, however, partially meets 
the basic high school graduation requirement for Fine Arts.  The class may be repeatable for credit. 
 
Skills: Students will… 

• Develop basic improvisation skills 
• Develop techniques of character development through improvisation. 
• Develop and discuss the benefits of an ensemble. 
• Understand how to use physical movement through improvisation. 
• Develop vocal techniques for improvisation. 
• Understand how to work with props and imagination to create a scene. 
• Develop the need for strong entrances and exits for character development. 
• Apply different improvisational techniques to develop scenes. 
• Apply techniques of character development to create improvised scenes. 

 
CREATIVE DRAMA 2 

 
Prerequisites: Creative Drama 1  
 
This class is a continuation of Creative Drama 1. The focus of this class is scene study.  
 
Understanding and Knowledge:  

• Scene study  
• Character analysis  
• Dramatic plot development  
• Directing techniques  
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Skills: Students will be able to…  

• Work in pairs and small groups to present improvised scenes.  
• Use scripts in preparation for monologues/scenes.  
• Perform scenes that provide a wide range of characters with varied speech and movement patterns.  
• Develop a video acting portfolio.  
• Read and analyze a play for plot structure.  
• Write a critical analysis of a character from a published play.  
• Apply their awareness of history and culture to the development of various theatrical styles and genres.  

 
Assessments & ESLRs: Students will…  

• Students will present believable characters while relating to and reacting to others on stage.  
• Student will demonstrate a working knowledge of blocking and directing techniques.  
• Students will evaluate through the usage of rubrics, open ended questions and reflective journals: noting effective elements of 

acting technique.  
• Students and teachers will assess video-acting portfolios.  
• Students will progress as Effective Communicators by utilizing multiple forms of communications to express understanding of 

content. 
 

INTERMEDIATE DRAMA 
 

Prerequisites: Creative Drama 1 & 2  
 
Intermediate Drama is designed for those students who have completed one year of Creative Dramatics. Students will continue to explore 
the world of theatre through the eyes of the playwright, actor, designer and director. Through active participation in theatre, students 
learn to make artistic choices and critique dramatic works. Students will present a one-act play showcase and produce the Young 
Playwrights Project. Intermediate students are expected to purchase a make-up kit and attend all rehearsals and performances of the 
Intermediate Drama class. 
 
Understanding and Knowledge:  

• Character study  
• Audition techniques  
• The principles of theatrical make-up design  

 
Skills: Students will be able to…  

• Demonstrate acting techniques in class and performances.  
• Create and sustain characters that communicate with an audience.  
• Construct imaginative scripts.  
• Collaborate with actors to refine scripts so that they convey a meaningful story to an audience.  
• Design and apply theatrical make-up.  
• Develop criteria for evaluating basic playwriting techniques, such as character, structure and style.  

 
Assessments & ESLRs: Students will…  

• Students will produce and evaluate the Young Playwrights Writing Project as a community outreach to local IUSD elementary 
schools.  

• Students and teachers will assess an ongoing video-acting portfolio.  
• Students will progress as Effective Communicators by utilizing multiple forms of communications to express understanding of 

content.  
• Students will progress as Complex Thinkers by learning to access, analyze, interpret, and synthesize information to formulate 

conclusions and solve problems.  
 

ADVANCED DRAMA 
 
Prerequisites: Creative Drama 1 &2, Intermediate Drama and Audition  
 
Advanced Drama is designed for those junior and senior acting students who would like to refine their rehearsal and performance 
techniques. Students will create theatre projects from the viewpoint of both the actor and the director. The Advanced Drama class will 
prepare for and participate in dramatic competitions at other schools and colleges. Students are expected to attend all rehearsals and 
performances of the Advance Drama class.  
 
Understanding and Knowledge:  

• Script analysis  
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• Directorial techniques  
• Careers in theatre  

 
Skills: Students will be able to…  

• Demonstrate artistic discipline to achieve an ensemble in rehearsal and performance.  
• Create consistent characters from classical, contemporary, realistic and non-realistic texts in informal and formal theatre.  
• Participate actively in organized theatre.  
• Create a performance a resume/portfolio of acting scenes.  
• Participate in festivals and competitions.  
• Attend two professional theatre performances.  

 
Assessments & ESLRs: Students will…  

• Students are expected to rehearse and perform acting scenes, one act plays for public performance and drama festivals.  
• Student/teacher assessment of video-acting portfolio.  
• Students will progress as Effective Communicators by utilizing multiple forms of communications to express understanding of 

content.  
• Students will progress as Complex Thinkers by learning to access, analyze, interpret, and synthesize information to formulate 

conclusions and solve problems.  
 

TECHNICAL THEATRE A, B 
 
This course is designed to provide a working knowledge of the basic aspects of technical theatre production. The Northwood High 
Theatre is a 620-seat facility complete with fly loft, light and sound control rooms, materials assembly shop and a studio performance 
space. Students enrolled in Technical Theatre are required to provide back stage assistance for NHS play productions, 
vocal/instrumental/dance. 
 
Understanding and Knowledge of:  

• Basic aspects of technical theatre production  
• Basic design and construction techniques  
• Basic theatrical lighting and sound design  
• Basic scenery rigging & fly loft operation  
• Proper use of sound equipment  
• Proper use of basic tools used in set construction  
• Proper safety procedures in theatre production  

 
Skills: Students will be able to…  

• Design a simple stage set by building a model and drawing a rendition of the set.  
• Identify, place and operate stage lighting instruments.  
• Design and execute a standard light plot on paper.  
• Select music and sound effects for theatrical performance.  
• Identify and use basic tools in set construction.  
• Demonstrate proper safety procedures in theatre production.  
• Construct or assemble sets for plays, concerts and special events in the theatre.  

 
Assessments & ESLRs: Students will…  

• Students will progress as Effective Communicators by utilizing multiple forms of communications to express understanding of 
content.  

• Students will progress as Complex Thinkers by learning to access, analyze, interpret, and synthesize information to formulate 
conclusions and solve problems.  

• Students and teachers will assess an ongoing video-design portfolio.  
 
 

PLAY PRODUCTION 
 
Prerequisites: Audition/Interview  
This is a variable credit, quarter long class 
 
The play production course is designed for actors and stage crew, who have auditioned, and have been cast for a play or musical at 
Northwood High. Theatre is a highly collaborative art that requires effort by an ensemble, a group whose individuals function together to 
create a whole. This is a “hands on” approach to learning about theatre. It is practical and performance based. Rehearsals are held after 
school in addition to evening weekday and weekend performances. Technical work hours for the backstage crew coincide with the play’s 
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rehearsal and performance schedule Attendance and participation is mandatory for all scheduled rehearsals, performances and production 
work sessions.  
 
Understanding and Knowledge of:  

• Basic – proficient aspects in producing a theatre production  
• Theatre etiquette and rehearsal practices  
• Basic -proficient acting techniques  
• Proper use of basic tools, equipment and techniques used in theatre production  
• Proper safety procedures in theatre production for both actors and stage crew  

 
Skills: Students will  

• Produce a play or musical for public performance  
• Identify and discuss play’s genre and artistic style from both an acting and technical standpoint  
• Analyze the different production elements that contribute to the overall production concept  
• Work collaboratively with the actors’ ensemble, the design team and the director(s)  
• Demonstrate proper safety procedures in theatre production  

 
Assessments and ESLERS: 

• Students will progress as Effective Communicators by utilizing multiple forms of communications to express understanding of 
content.  

• Students will progress as Complex Thinkers by learning to access, analyze, interpret, and synthesize information to formulate 
conclusions and solve problems.  

 
VIDEO PRODUCTION A, B 

 
This course is designed to give students an introduction into the field of video production. Students will receive training in the operation 
of a digital video camera and a non-linear video editor. In addition the student will write scripts for video production projects utilizing 
standard script formats. Storyboard techniques will be used for pre-planning video projects. Students will produce a minimum of four 
video projects in the semester. Students will also analyze, critique and construct meaning from film, television, and electronic media 
productions as a way to develop their own media literacy and awareness.  
 
Understanding and Knowledge:  

• Basic use of digital video camera equipment to record and playback images.  
• Basic use of non-linear digital editing equipment to arrange video images and sound.  
• Script writing formats.  

 
Skills: Students will be able to… 

• Write a script for video production.  
• Develop a pre-production storyboard using both line drawing and digital camera images.  
• Create a production shooting schedule.  
• Collaborate with other students in the completion of a video project.  
• Operate a video camera.  
• Use the Casablanca editing system.  
• Select music and sound effects for video project.  
• Critique film, television and electronic media for content, camera and editing techniques.  

 
Assessments and ESLRs: Students will…  

• Students will progress as Effective Communicators by utilizing multiple forms of communications to express understanding of 
content.  

• Students will progress as Complex Thinkers by learning to access, analyze, interpret, and synthesize information to formulate 
conclusions and solve problems.  

• Students and teachers will assess an ongoing video project portfolio.  
 
 

ROP ADVANCED VIDEO PRODUCTION 
 
Prerequisite: A grade of “C” or better in Video Production A, B  
 
This course is designed to give students an opportunity to continue their study of video production. Students will receive advanced 
training in operating a digital video camera, the non-linear video editor, and studio lighting techniques. In addition the student will create 
dramatic scripts for video production projects utilizing standard script formats. Students will produce a minimum of four video projects 
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in the semester. Students will continue to analyze, critique and construct meaning from film, television, and electronic media productions 
as a way to develop their own media literacy and awareness.  
 
Understanding and Knowledge:  

• Advanced techniques using the digital video camera to record and playback images  
• Advanced techniques using non-linear digital editor to arrange video images, soundtracks and special effects  
• Studio lighting techniques  
• Script writing formats  

 
Skills: Students will be able to…  

• Create imaginative scripts through collaboration.  
• Create a pre-production storyboard and produce a production-shooting schedule.  
• Collaborate with other students in the completion of a team video project.  
• Operate a video camera.  
• Use the Casablanca editing system.  
• Select music and sound effects for video project.  
• Create a studio lighting plot.  
• Critique film, television and electronic media for content, camera and editing techniques.  

 
Assessments & ESLRs:  

• Students will progress as Effective Communicators by utilizing multiple forms of communications to express understanding of 
content.  

• Students will progress as Complex Thinkers by learning to access, analyze, interpret, and synthesize information to formulate 
conclusions and solve problems.  

• Students and teachers will assess an ongoing video project portfolio.  
 
 

ROP VIDEO STUDIO PRODUCTION  
 
Prerequisite: A grade of “B” or better in Advanced Video Production is recommended and instructor approval  
 
This course is designed to give advanced video students in grades ten through twelve an opportunity to produce a regularly broadcast on 
campus television production. Students will receive advanced training in operating a digital video camera, the non-linear video editor, 
and studio lighting techniques. Studio production students will be responsible for coordinating and producing video segments 
highlighting academic, athletic and social functions at Northwood High School. Students will be a part of a production team that shoots 
an event for live or taped television broadcast. 
 
 
Understanding and Knowledge:  

• Advanced techniques using the digital video camera to record and playback images.  
• Advanced techniques video images, soundtracks and special effects  
• Advanced studio lighting techniques  
• Sound design and mixing  
• Production management  
• Script writing formats  

  
Skills: Students will be able to… 

• Produce a monthly television broadcast for Northwood High School, including planning, production and post production 
elements.  

• Research, write and coordinate video segments.  
• Exhibit knowledge of the TV production team and the role each plays.  
• Demonstrate proficiency with a digital video camera.  
• Demonstrate proficiency with the Casablanca editing system.  
• Create and implement a studio lighting plot.  

 
Assessments & ESLRS: Students will… 

• Students will progress as Effective Communicators by utilizing multiple forms of communications to express understanding of 
content.  

• Students will progress as Complex Thinkers by learning to access, analyze, interpret, and synthesize information to formulate 
conclusions and solve problems.  

• Students and teachers will assess individual video project portfolio.  
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ADVANCED VIDEO PRODUCTION 
 ELECTRONIC NEWS GATHERING  

 
Prerequisite: Instructor approval 
 
This course is designed to give students experience in creating a broadcast news show. Students will receive training in order to produce 
short news segments to be aired school wide. Students will learn script development, pre-production techniques, advanced camera 
operation in order to acquire necessary source footage using digital camcorders, and non-linear editing. There will be opportunities to 
practice on-camera reporting and acting in short skits. Students will learn how to operate a broadcast switcher with computer graphics 
and animation capabilities. Professional audio microphones will be used in this class as well as production sound libraries. Be aware that 
students must desire to be on camera talent or reporters, and talent must write their own stories. 
  
Understanding and Knowledge of:  

• Proper use of video and audio equipment to record and playback images.  
• Proper use of editing equipment.  

 
Skills: Students will…  

• Write scripts and interview questions for a news show.  
• Work in teams to create segments.  
• Create shot lists, production schedules and storyboards.  
• Operate digital camcorders, non-linear edit systems and audio equipment.  
• Direct and technical direct live multi-camera shoots.  
• Operate a teleprompter.  
• Set up a blue screen for a chroma key shoot.  
• Act as talent or reporters for the camera.  

 
BROADCAST COMMUNICATIONS 

 
Broadcasting is a full year college prep English elective course which meets high school graduation requirements. This class will prepare 
students to write, produce, and present news and commentary through our Timberwolf Television Studio. Students will analyze media, 
and develop thoughtful and informal news, sports, feature, and opinion pieces. Students will also develop effective communication and 
camera skills that enable them to produce and present professional quality broadcasts for the Northwood High School students and 
faculty. 
 
 

BASS CLEF  
 

Prerequisite: No audition is required 
 
 It is strongly recommended that students purchase performance attire.  Students are required to attend all 
rehearsals and performances of the BASS CLEF. 
 
Students will acquire skills in reading music notation and in vocal production. Through singing, students will express themselves 
creatively. During the course of the year, students will gain historical and cultural perspective by studying, analyzing, and performing 
music from across the historical spectrum. Through written and oral analysis of texts and music being performed, students will connect 
and apply analytic skills learned in other courses as well as chorus. Through participation in concerts and festivals, singers will respond 
to and assess the technical and aesthetic aspects of choral performance. By working with varied instrumental ensembles in concert and by 
working with guest conductors and vocal specialists, students will gain an understanding of the choral art in relation to other performance 
disciplines and career potentials.  
 
Understanding and Knowledge:  

• Music notation in treble and bass clefs  
• Basic rhythmic notation  

 
Skills: Students will be able to…  

• Demonstrate knowledge of terminology pertinent to the performance of choral music.  
• Demonstrate correct singing technique and understanding of corrects technique.  
• Demonstrate appropriate rehearsal discipline and performance skills.  

 
Assessments and ESLRS: Students will… 

• Analyze vocal and music terminology through written and oral tests.  
• Evaluate class work and public performance through the use of video and audiotape.  
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• Develop rigorous standards of quality through analysis of written and oral critiques by festival judges.  
• Develop, create and support artistic works through public performance.  
• Assess strengths and weaknesses through self-evaluation and actualization.  

 
 

TREBLE CLEF 
 
Prerequisite: No audition is required 
 
It is strongly recommended that students purchase performance attire.  Students are required to attend all rehearsals and 
performances of the TREBLE CLEF. 
 
Students will acquire skills in reading music notation and in vocal production. Through singing, students will express themselves creatively. 
 During the course of the year, students will gain historical and cultural perspective by studying, analyzing, and performing music from across the 
historical spectrum. Through written and oral analysis of texts and music being performed, students will connect and apply analytic skills learned in 
other courses as well as chorus. Through participation in concerts and festivals, singers will respond to and assess the technical and aesthetic 
aspects of choral performance. By working with varied instrumental ensembles in concert and by working with guest conductors and vocal 
specialists, students will gain an understanding of the choral art in relation to other performance disciplines and career potentials.  
 
Understanding and Knowledge:  

• Music notation in treble and bass clefs  
• Basic rhythmic notation  

 
Skills: Students will be able to:  

• Demonstrate knowledge of terminology pertinent to the performance of choral music.  
• Demonstrate correct singing technique and understanding corrects technique  
• Demonstrate appropriate rehearsal discipline and performance skills.  

 
Assessments & ESLRS: Students will…  

• Analyze vocal and music terminology through written and oral tests.  
• Evaluate class work and public performance through the use of video and audiotape.  
• Develop rigorous standards of quality through analysis of written and oral critiques by festival judges.  
• Develop, create, and support artistic works through public performance.  
• Assess strengths and weaknesses through self-evaluation and actualization.  

 
 

                                                                                      VIVA CANTAR 
 
Prerequisite:  An audition only singing ensemble intended for sopranos and altos singers of advanced ability.  This 
ensemble specializes in the performance of challenging literature of diverse genre.  
 
It is strongly recommended that students purchase performance attire.  Students are required to attend all 
rehearsals and performances of VIVA CANTAR. 
 
Students will acquire skills in reading music notation and in vocal production. Through singing, students will express themselves 
creatively. During the course of the year, students will gain historical and cultural perspective by studying, analyzing, and performing 
music from across the historical spectrum. Through written and oral analysis of texts and music being performed, students will connect 
and apply analytic skills learned in other courses as well as chorus. Through participation in concerts and festivals, singers will respond 
to and assess the technical and aesthetic aspects of choral performance. By working with varied instrumental ensembles in concert and by 
working with guest conductors and vocal specialists, students will gain an understanding of the choral art in relation to other performance 
disciplines and career potentials.  
 
Understanding and Knowledge:  

• Music notation in treble and bass clefs.  
• Advanced rhythmic notation.  

  
Skills: Students will be able to…  

• Demonstrate knowledge of terminology pertinent to the performance of choral music.  
• Demonstrate correct singing technique and understanding of corrects technique.  
• Demonstrate appropriate rehearsal discipline and performance skills.  

 
Assessments & ESLRs: Students will…  
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• Analyze vocal and music terminology through written and oral tests.  
• Evaluate class work and public performance through the use of video and audiotape.  
• Develop rigorous standards of quality through analysis of written and oral critiques by festival judges.  
• Develop, create and support artistic works through public performance.  
• Assess strengths and weaknesses through self-evaluation and actualization.  

 
 

BEL CANTO 
 

Prerequisite: An audition only ensemble intended for sopranos and altos singers of intermediate to advanced ability.  
 
It is strongly recommended that students purchase performance attire.  Students are required to attend all 
rehearsals and performances of BEL CANTO. 
 
This ensemble specializes in the performance of challenging literature of diverse genre. Students will acquire skills in reading music 
notation and in vocal production. Through singing, students will express themselves creatively. During the course of the year, students 
will gain historical and cultural perspective by studying, analyzing, and performing music from across the historical spectrum. Through 
written and oral analysis of texts and music being performed, students will connect and apply analytic skills learned in other courses as 
well as chorus. Through participation in concerts and festivals, singers will respond to and assess the technical and aesthetic aspects of 
choral performance. By working with varied instrumental ensembles in concert and by working with guest conductors and vocal 
specialists, students will gain an understanding of the choral art in relation to other performance disciplines and career potentials.  
 
Understanding and Knowledge:  

• Music notation in treble and bass clefs.  
• Advanced rhythmic notation.  

 
Skills: Students will be able to…  

• Demonstrate knowledge of terminology pertinent to the performance of choral music.  
• Demonstrate correct singing technique and understanding of corrects technique.  
• Demonstrate appropriate rehearsal discipline and performance skills.  

 
Assessments & ESLRs: Students will…  

• Analyze vocal and music terminology through written and oral tests.  
• Evaluate class work and public performance through the use of video and audiotape.  
• Develop rigorous standards of quality through analysis of written and oral critiques by festival judges.  
• Develop, create and support artistic works through public performance.  
• Assess strengths and weaknesses through self-evaluation and actualization.  

 
 

CONCERT CHORALE 
 
Prerequisite: An audition only singing ensemble intended for male and female singers of advanced ability.  Selection is 

dependent upon appropriate balance between sopranos, altos, tenors, and basses. 
 
It is strongly recommended that students purchase performance attire.  Students are required to attend all rehearsals and 
performances of the CONCERT CHORALE. 
  
Students will acquire skills in reading music notation and in vocal production. Through singing, students will express themselves 
creatively. During the course of the year, students will gain historical and cultural perspective by studying, analyzing, and performing 
music from across the historical spectrum. Through written and oral analysis of texts and music being performed, students will connect 
and apply analytic skills learned in other courses as well as chorus. Through participation in concerts and festivals, singers will respond 
to and assess the technical and aesthetic aspects of choral performance. By working with varied instrumental ensembles in concert and by 
working with guest conductors and vocal specialists, students will gain an understanding of the choral art in relation to other performance 
disciplines and career potentials.  
 
Understanding and Knowledge:  

• Music notation in treble and bass clefs.  
• Advanced rhythmic notation  

 
Skills: Students will be able to…  

• Demonstrate knowledge of terminology pertinent to the performance of choral music.  
• Demonstrate correct singing technique and understanding of corrects technique.  
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• Demonstrate appropriate rehearsal discipline and performance skills.  
 
Assessments and ESLRS  

• Analyze vocal and music terminology through written and oral tests.  
• Evaluate class work and public performance through the use of video and audiotape.  
• Utilize rigorous standards of quality through analysis of written and oral critiques by festival judges.  
• Develop, create, and support artistic works through public performance.  
• Assess strengths and weaknesses through self-evaluation and actualization  

 
 

CHAMBER SINGERS 
 

Prerequisite: An audition only singing ensemble intended for male and female singers of advanced ability.   
 
It is recommended that students purchase performance attire.  Students are required to attend all rehearsals and 
performances of the NORTHWOOD CHAMBER SINGERS. 
  
This ensemble specializes in the performance of challenging literature of diverse genre. Students will acquire skills in reading music notation and 
in vocal production. Through singing, students will express themselves creatively. During the course of the year, students will gain historical and 
cultural perspective by studying, analyzing, and performing music from across the historical spectrum. Through written and oral analysis of texts 
and music being performed, students will connect and apply analytic skills learned in other courses as well as chorus. Through participation in 
concerts and festivals, singers will respond to and assess the technical and aesthetic aspects of choral performance. By working with varied 
instrumental ensembles in concert and by working with guest conductors and vocal specialists, students will gain an understanding of the choral art 
in relation to other performance disciplines and career potentials.  
 
Understanding and Knowledge:  

• Music notation in treble and bass clefs  
• Advanced rhythmic notation  

 
Skills: Students will be able to:  

• Demonstrate knowledge of terminology pertinent to the performance of choral music.  
• Demonstrate correct singing technique and understanding of corrects technique.  
• Demonstrate appropriate rehearsal discipline and performance skills.  

 
Assessments & ESLRs: Students will…  

• Analyze vocal and music terminology through written and oral tests.  
• Evaluate class work and public performance through the use of video and audiotape.  
• Utilize rigorous standards of quality through analysis of written and oral critiques by festival judges.  
• Develop, create, and support artistic works through public performance.  
• Assess strengths and weaknesses through self-evaluation and actualization.  

 
 

STUDIO PIANO 
 
It is strongly recommended that students enrolled in PIANO purchase workbooks and other instructional materials. 
 
Students enrolled in PIANO will acquire skills in reading music notation and in proper piano technique. Through practice and 
performance, students will express themselves creatively. During the course of the year, students will gain historical and cultural 
perspective by studying, analyzing, and performing music from across the historical spectrum. Through analysis of recorded and live 
performances, students will respond to assess the technical and aesthetic aspects of piano performance. By working with clinicians and 
guest artists, students will gain an understanding of performance discipline and be introduced to potential careers in the arts.  
 
Understanding and Knowledge:  

• Music terminology  
• Performance discipline  
• Historical and cultural perspective of the piano  

 
Skills: Students will be able to…  

• Demonstrate the ability to sight-read.  
• Perform competently as a soloist.  
• Demonstrate the ability to perform in major and minor keys.  
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Assessments & ESLRS: Students will…  
• Analyze music terminology through written and oral tests.  
• Utilize rigorous standards of quality through analysis of written and oral critiques by festival judges.  
• Develop, create and support artistic works through public performance.  

 
 

STUDIO GUITAR 1, 2 
 

It is strongly recommended that students enrolled in GUITAR purchase workbooks and other instructional materials. 
 
Students enrolled in GUITAR will acquire skills in reading music notation and in proper piano technique. GUITAR will present instruction in 
classical, folk and rock guitar methods. Through practice and performance, students will express themselves creatively. During the course of the 
year, students will gain historical and cultural perspective by studying, analyzing, and performing music from across the historical spectrum. 
Through analysis of recorded and live performances, students will respond to assess the technical and aesthetic aspects of guitar performance. By 
working with clinicians and guest artists, students will gain an understanding of performance discipline and be introduced to potential careers in the 
arts.  
 
Understanding and Knowledge:  

• Music terminology  
• Performance discipline  
• Historical and cultural perspective of the piano  

 
Skills: Students will be able to…  

• Demonstrate the ability to sight-read.  
• Perform competently as a soloist.  
• Demonstrate the ability to perform in major and minor keys.  

 
Assessments & ESLRS: Students will…  

• Analyze music terminology through written and oral tests.  
• Utilize rigorous standards of quality through analysis of written and oral critiques by festival judges.  
• Develop, create and support artistic works through public performance.  

 
 

CONCERT BAND 
 

Prerequisite: None 
 
Concert Band is a performing ensemble that studies class C and B music literature. Students will study beginning theory and vocabulary 
used in concert literature. During the learning process, students will discover the historical concepts for various styles of wind music. 
Students will understand and demonstrate music as a way to create and communicate musical meaning and emotion. They will identify 
and demonstrate listening skills, analyze group and individual performances using appropriate musical language and pedagogical skills 
related to their chosen instruments. Guest clinicians and conductors will be used throughout the course to extend the students knowledge 
of instrument skills and music literature. Students will develop fundamental artistic and aesthetic understanding by writing critiques of 
live music concerts. Communication and interpretation skills will be used by the students while producing and performing in their own 
concerts, which may include collaboration with other arts disciplines.  
 
Understanding and Knowledge:  

• Intermediate musical notation  
• Intermediate music vocabulary and terminology 

  
Skills: Students will be able to...  

• Demonstrate well-developed rehearsal and performance skills.  
•  Play independently and expressively, with appropriate dynamics, phrasing, and interpretation.  

 
Assessments and ESLRS: Students will…  

• Show aesthetic valuing with written critiques of live music rehearsals and performances.  
•  Within rehearsal and performance settings, students will develop the ability to read and synthesize musical notation and 

terminology from various classical periods and popular forms of music.  
• Analyze music terminology and theory through written and oral tests.  
•  Utilize rigorous standards of quality through analysis of written and oral critiques by festival judges.  
•  Develop, create, and support artistic works through public performance.  
•  Assess strengths and weaknesses through small ensemble and individual assessments. 
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SYMPHONIC BAND 
 

Prerequisite: Audition Only  
 
Symphonic Band is a performing ensemble that studies class B and A music literature. Students will study intermediate theory and 
vocabulary used in concert literature. During the learning process, students will discover the historical concepts for various styles of wind 
music. Students will understand and demonstrate music as a way to create and communicate musical meaning and emotion. They will 
identify and demonstrate listening skills, analyze group and individual performances using appropriate musical language and pedagogical 
skills related to their chosen instruments. Guest clinicians and conductors will be used throughout the course to extend the students 
knowledge of instrument skills and music literature. Students will develop fundamental artistic and aesthetic understanding by writing 
critiques of live music concerts. Communication and interpretation skills will be used by the students while producing and performing in 
their own concerts, which may include collaboration with other arts disciplines.  
 
Understanding and Knowledge:  

• Advance musical notation  
• Advanced music vocabulary and terminology  

 
Skills: Students will be able to…  

• Demonstrate well-developed rehearsal and performance skills.  
• Play independently and expressively, with appropriate dynamics, phrasing, and interpretation.  

 
Assessments & ESLRs: Students will…  

• Show aesthetic valuing with written critiques of live music rehearsals and performances.  
• Within rehearsal and performance settings, students will develop the ability to read and synthesize musical notation and 

terminology from various classical periods and popular forms of music.  
• Analyze music terminology and theory through written and oral tests.  
• Utilize rigorous standards of quality through analysis of written and oral critiques by festival judges.  
• Develop, create, and support artistic works through public performance.  
• Assess strengths and weaknesses through small ensemble and individual assessments.  

 
 

WIND ENSEMBLE 
 

Prerequisite: Audition Only  
 
Wind Ensemble is an advanced performing ensemble that studies class A and AA music literature. Students will study advanced theory 
and musical vocabulary used in preparation and performance of concert literature. During the learning process, students will discover the 
historical concepts for various styles of wind music. Students will understand and demonstrate music as a way to create and communicate 
musical meaning and emotion, identify and demonstrate listening skills, analyze group and individual performances using appropriate 
musical language and pedagogical skills related to their chosen instruments. Guest clinicians and conductors will be used throughout the 
course to extend the students knowledge of instrument skills and music literature. Students will develop fundamental artistic and aesthetic 
understanding by writing critiques of live music concerts. Communication and interpretation skills will be used by the students while 
producing and performing in their own concerts, which may include collaboration with other arts disciplines.  
 
Understanding and Knowledge of:  

• Musical notation  
• Advanced music vocabulary and terminology  

 
Skills: Students will be able to…  

• Demonstrate well-developed rehearsal and performance skills.  
• Play independently and expressively, with appropriate dynamics, phrasing, and interpretation.  

 
Assessment & ESLRS: Students will…  

• Show aesthetic valuing with written critiques of live and recorded music rehearsals and performances.  
• Through rehearsal and performance settings students will develop the ability to read and synthesize musical notation and 

terminology from various musical periods and forms.  
• Analyze vocal and music terminology through written and oral tests.  
• Utilize rigorous standards of quality through analysis of written and oral critiques by festival judges.  
• Develop, create and support artistic works through public performance.  
• Assess strengths and weaknesses through small ensemble and individual assessments.  
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WIND SYMPH0NY 
Prerequisite: Audition Only  
 
Wind Symphony is an advanced performing ensemble for winds and percussion that studies class A and AA music literature. Students 
will study advanced / university-level theory and vocabulary used in concert literature. During the learning process, students will 
discover the historical concepts for various styles of wind music. Students will understand and demonstrate music as a way to create and 
communicate meaning and emotion. They will identify and demonstrate listening skills, analyze group and individual performances using 
appropriate musical language and pedagogical skills related to their chosen instruments. Guest clinicians and conductors will be used 
throughout the course to extend the students knowledge of instrument skills and music literature. Students will develop fundamental 
artistic and aesthetic understanding by writing critiques of live music concerts. Communication and interpretation skills will be used by 
the students while producing and performing in their own concerts, which may include collaboration with other arts disciplines. Public 
performances are required and there is a substantial commitment of individual (at home) practice time. Private lessons will be necessary 
to address the breadth, depth and pace of instruction. 
  
Upon completion of this course, students will be able to:  

• Decode musical notation.  
• Demonstrate the use of advanced music vocabulary and terminology.  
• Show aesthetic valuing with written critiques of live music rehearsals and performances.  
• Through rehearsal and performance settings students will develop the ability to read and synthesize musical notation and 

terminology from various classical periods and popular forms of music.  
• Demonstrate well-developed rehearsal and performance skills.  
• Play expressively, with appropriate dynamics, phrasing, and interpretation.  

 
Assessment Techniques:  

• Written exams on music terminology and theory.  
• Written and oral critiques of professional and amateur music concerts.  
• Public performances and music festivals.  
• Small Symphony and individual assessments.  

 
Instructional Materials: 

• CD’s  
• Videos  
• Reference Texts  

 
STRING ORCHESTRA  

 
Prerequisite: None  

 
String Orchestra is an advanced performing ensemble that studies class B and C music literature. Students will study advanced theory and 
musical vocabulary used in preparation and performance of concert literature. During the learning process, students will discern the 
historical concepts for various styles of string music. Students will understand and demonstrate music as a way to create and 
communicate musical meaning and emotion, identify and demonstrate listening skills, analyze group and individual performances using 
appropriate musical language and pedagogical skills related to their chosen instruments. Guest clinicians and conductors will be used 
throughout the course to extend the students knowledge of instrument skills and music literature. Students will develop fundamental 
artistic and aesthetic understanding by writing critiques of live music concerts. Communication and interpretation skills will be used by 
the students while producing and performing in their own concerts, which may include collaboration with other arts disciplines. 
 
 Upon completion of this course, students will be able to:  

• Decode musical notation.  
• Demonstrate the use of entry-level music vocabulary and terminology.  
• Show aesthetic valuing with written critiques of live and recorded music rehearsals and performances.  
• Through rehearsal and performance settings students will develop the ability to read and synthesize musical notation and 

terminology from various musical periods and forms.  
• Demonstrate well-developed rehearsal and performance skills.  
• Play independently and expressively, with appropriate dynamics, phrasing, and interpretation.  

 
Assessment Techniques:  

• Written exams on music terminology and theory.  
• Written and oral critiques of professional and amateur music concerts.  
• Public performances and music festivals.  
• Small ensemble and individual assessments.  

 
Instructional Materials  
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• Compact Discs and other recorded material  
• Videos  
• Reference Texts  

 
SYMPHONIC ORCHESTRA 

Prerequisite: Audition Only 
  
Symphonic Orchestra is an advanced performing ensemble that studies class A and AA music literature. Students will study advanced 
theory and musical vocabulary used in preparation and performance of concert literature. During the learning process, students will 
discern the historical concepts for various styles of wind music. Students will understand and demonstrate music as a way to create and 
communicate musical meaning and emotion, identify and demonstrate listening skills, analyze group and individual performances using 
appropriate musical language and pedagogical skills related to their chosen instruments. Guest clinicians and conductors will be used 
throughout the course to extend the students knowledge of instrument skills and music literature. Students will develop fundamental 
artistic and aesthetic understanding by writing critiques of live music concerts. Communication and interpretation skills will be used by 
the students while producing and performing in their own concerts, which may include collaboration with other arts disciplines. 
 
Understanding and Knowledge:  

• Advanced musical notation  
• Advanced music vocabulary and terminology  
• Skills: Students will be able to…  
• Demonstrate well-developed 
• rehearsal and performance skills.  
• Play independently and expressively, with appropriate dynamics, phrasing, and interpretation. 

 
Assessments and ESLRs: Students will…  

• Show aesthetic valuing with written critiques of live music rehearsals and performances.  
• Through rehearsal and performance settings students will develop the ability to read and synthesize musical notation and 

terminology from various classical periods and popular forms of music.  
• Analyze music terminology and theory through written and oral tests.  
• Develop rigorous standards of quality through analysis of written and oral critiques by festival judges.  
• Develop, create and support artistic works through public performance.  
• Assess strengths and weaknesses through small ensemble and individual assessments.  

 
 

CONCERT ORCHESTRA 
 

Prerequisite: Audition and Instructor Recommendation 
 
Concert Orchestra is an advanced performing orchestra that studies class A and B music literature. Students will study advanced / university-level  
theory and vocabulary used in concert literature. During the learning process, students will discover the historical concepts for various styles of 
 orchestral music. Students will understand, synthesize and demonstrate music as a way to create and communicate meaning and emotion. They  
will identify and demonstrate listening skills, analyze group and individual performances using appropriate musical language and pedagogical 
skillsrelated to their chosen  instruments. Guest clinicians and conductors will be used throughout the course to extend the students knowledge of 
 instrument skills and music literature. Students will develop fundamental artistic and aesthetic understanding by writing critiques of live music 
 concerts. Communication and interpretation skills will be used by the students while producing and performing in their own concerts, which may 
include collaboration with other arts disciplines. Public performances are required and there is a substantial commitment of individual (at home) 
 practice time. Private lessons will be necessary to address the breadth, depth and pace of instruction.  
 
Upon completion of this course, students will be able to:  

• Decode musical notation.  
• Demonstrate the use of advanced music vocabulary and terminology.  
• Show aesthetic valuing with written critiques of live music rehearsals and performances.  
• Through rehearsal and performance settings students will develop the ability to read and synthesize musical notation and 

terminology from various classical periods and popular forms of music.  
• Demonstrate well-developed rehearsal and performance skills.  
• Play expressively, with appropriate dynamics, phrasing, and interpretation.  

 
Assessment Techniques:  

• Written exams on music terminology and theory.  
• Written and oral critiques of professional and amateur music concerts.  
• Public performances and music festivals.  
• Small Orchestra and individual assessments.  
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Instructional Materials:  
• CD's  
• Videos  
• Reference Texts  

 
PHILHARMONIC ORCHESTRA 

 
Prerequisite: Audition Only  
 
Philharmonic Orchestra is an advanced performing orchestra that studies class A and AA music literature. Students will study advanced / 
university-level theory and vocabulary used in concert literature. During the learning process, students will discover the historical 
concepts for various styles of orchestral music. Students will understand, synthesize and demonstrate music as a way to create and 
communicate meaning and emotion. They will identify and demonstrate listening skills, analyze group and individual performances using 
appropriate musical language and pedagogical skills related to their chosen instruments. Guest clinicians and conductors will be used 
throughout the course to extend the students knowledge of instrument skills and music literature. Students will develop fundamental 
artistic and aesthetic understanding by writing critiques of live music concerts. Communication and interpretation skills will be used by 
the students while producing and performing in their own concerts, which may include collaboration with other arts disciplines. Public 
performances are required and there is a substantial commitment of individual (at home) practice time. Private lessons will be necessary 
to address the breadth, depth and pace of instruction.  
 
Upon completion of this course, students will be able to:  

• Decode musical notation.  
• Demonstrate the use of advanced music vocabulary and terminology.  
• Show aesthetic valuing with written critiques of live music rehearsals and performances.  
• Through rehearsal and performance settings students will develop the ability to read and synthesize musical notation and 

terminology from various classical periods and popular forms of music.  
• Demonstrate well-developed rehearsal and performance skills.  
• Play expressively, with appropriate dynamics, phrasing, and interpretation.  

 
 Assessment Techniques:  

• Written exams on music terminology and theory.  
• Written and oral critiques of professional and amateur music concerts.  
• Public performances and music festivals.  
• Small Orchestra and individual assessments.  

 
Instructional Materials  

• CD’s  
• Videos  
• Reference Texts  

 
ORCHESTRA WINDS AND PERCUSSION 

 
Prerequisite: Audition and Teacher Recommendation.  Concurrent Enrollment in another instrumental 
performance class is required.  This course could be variable credit. 
 
Orchestra Winds and Percussion is an advanced performing ensemble that studies class A and AA music literature. Students will study 
advanced theory and musical vocabulary used in preparation and performance of concert literature. During the learning process, students 
will discern the historical concepts for various styles of orchestral music. Advanced skills in wind and percussion performance will be 
stressed in order to best prepare each performer for concerts with the Symphonic Orchestra. Students will understand and demonstrate 
music as a way to create and communicate musical meaning and emotion, identify and demonstrate listening skills, analyze group and 
individual performances using appropriate musical language and pedagogical skills related to their chosen instruments. Guest clinicians 
and conductors will be used throughout the course to extend the students knowledge of instrument skills and music literature, as well as 
give insight to the music profession. Students will develop fundamental artistic and aesthetic understanding by writing critiques of live 
music concerts. Communication and interpretation skills will be used by the students while producing and performing in their own 
concerts, which may include collaboration with other arts disciplines. 
 
Upon completion of this course, students will be able to:  

• Decode musical notation.  
• Demonstrate the use of advanced music vocabulary and terminology.  
• Show aesthetic valuing with written critiques of live and recorded music rehearsals and performances.  
• Through rehearsal and performance settings students will develop the ability to read and synthesize musical notation and 

terminology from various musical periods and forms.  
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• Demonstrate well-developed rehearsal and performance skills.  
• Play independently and expressively, with appropriate dynamics, phrasing, and interpretation.  

 
Understanding and Knowledge of:  

• Musical notation  
• Advanced music vocabulary and terminology  
• Advanced pedagogical skills for the students chosen instrument.  
• Orchestral Literature and traditions.  

 
Skills: Students will be able to… 

• Demonstrate well-developed rehearsal and performance skills.  
• Play independently and expressively, with appropriate dynamics, phrasing, and interpretation.  

 
Assessment & ESLRS: Students will…  

• Show aesthetic valuing with written critiques of live and recorded music rehearsals and performances.  
• Through rehearsal and performance settings students will develop the ability to read and synthesize musical notation and 

terminology from various musical periods and forms.  
• Analyze music terminology through written and oral tests.  
• Utilize rigorous standards of quality through analysis of written and oral critiques by festival judges and peers.  
• Develop, create and support artistic works through public performance.  

 
Assessment Techniques:  

• Written exams on music terminology and theory.  
• Written and oral critiques of professional and amateur music concerts.  

 Public performances and music festivals.  
 Small ensemble and individual assessments.  
 
Instructional Materials  

• Compact Discs and other recorded material  
• Videos  
• Reference Texts  
• Music Software  

 
 

JAZZ ENSEMBLE (I, II, III) 
Prerequisite: Audition Only  
 
Jazz Ensemble is an advanced performing ensemble that studies class A and AA music literature in the jazz idiom. Students will study 
advanced theory, music improvisation and musical vocabulary used in preparation and performance of concert literature. During the 
learning process, students will discover the historical concepts for various styles of Jazz music. Students will understand and demonstrate 
music as a way to create and communicate musical meaning and emotion, identify and demonstrate listening skills, analyze group and 
individual performances using appropriate musical language and pedagogical skills related to their chosen instruments. Guest clinicians 
and performers will be used throughout the course to extend the students knowledge of instrument skills and music literature. Students 
will develop fundamental artistic and aesthetic understanding by writing critiques of live music concerts. Communication and 
interpretation skills will be used by the students while producing and performing in their own concerts, which may include collaboration 
with other arts disciplines. 
  
Understanding and Knowledge:  

• Musical notation  
• Advanced music vocabulary and terminology  

 
Skills: Students will be able to…  

• Improvise in different jazz styles.  
• Demonstrate well-developed rehearsal and performance skills.  
• Play independently and expressively, with appropriate dynamics, phrasing, and interpretation.  

 
Assessment & ESLRs: Students will…  

• Show aesthetic valuing with written critiques of live and recorded music rehearsals and performances.  
• Through rehearsal and performance settings students will develop the ability to read and synthesize musical notation and 

terminology from various musical periods and forms.  
• Analyze vocal and music terminology through written and oral tests.  
• Utilize rigorous standards of quality through analysis of written and oral critiques by festival judges.  
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• Develop, create and support artistic works through public performance.  
• Assess strengths and weaknesses through small ensemble and individual assessments.  

 
 

HISTORY OF ROCK 
 

Prerequisites: None 
 
The History of Rock is a semester survey course designed to explore the events, issues, and people surrounding rock music.  During this 
course, students will focus on the historical, social and economic factors that influenced the development of rock.  In addition, students 
will discover advances in instrumentation and ideas that dispersed what the concept of rock music is to include the many forms it enjoys 
today.  Through listening and written analysis of music, students will respond to assess the technical and aesthetic aspects of rock music.  
By working with varied timbres and genres of rock and by working with guest musicians and lecturers, students will gain an 
understanding of rock and its relationship to the musical world while exploring other music disciplines and career potentials. 
 
Understanding and Knowledge: 
 

• Students will learn the historical influences on rock music and what rock influences. 
• Students will understand the complexity of multiple and varied perspectives. 

 
Skills: students will be able to… 

• Evaluate and appreciate music of any form. 
• Identify similarities and differences within the rock spectrum and the music spectrum. 
• Demonstrate knowledge of rock music and its relationship as an ongoing social barometer. 

 
Assessments & ESLRSs: Students will… 

• Read, write, listen and speak reflectively, critically and with integrity. 
• Consider unconventional ideas and explore beyond the surface. 
• Accept and provide constructive criticism. 
• Acquire a body of knowledge, both shared and understood, and apply it to their life. 
• Appreciate cultural diversity. 

 
MUSIC THEORY  

 
Prerequisite: Students need a basic understanding of music, including being able to read music notation fluently.  
Course taught concurrently with AP Music Theory. 
 
Designed for any student with advanced interest and ability in music, this course explores new technology used in universities and the 
music industry. This course prepares students for enrollment in Advanced Placement Music Theory. The course integrates aspects of 
melody, harmony, texture, rhythm, form, musical history and style, and performance practices. Ability to read and write basic music 
notation is not required. Utilization of MIDI technology, along with music software will complement standard instructional techniques.  
 
Understanding and Knowledge:  

• MIDI technology  
• Stylistic and historical music periods, along with general performance practices.  

 
Skills: Students will be able to…  

• Play basic melodies and harmonies on a piano keyboard.  
• Compose a 32 measure musical composition in a chosen style.  
• Enroll in Advanced Placement Music Theory.  
• Demonstrate developing speed and fluency in working with basic musical notation.  
• Exhibit beginning skill in melodic, harmonic and rhythmic dictation.  
• Perform sight singing in two to four measure melodies in major and minor tonalities.  
• Display appropriate compositional and analytical skills for their level.  

 
Assessment & ESLRs: Students will…  

• Develop, create, and support artistic works.  
• Acquire knowledge of stylistic and historical musical periods.  
• Establish and use rigorous standards of quality in developing a musical composition. 
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ADVANCED PLACEMENT MUSIC THEORY 
 

Prerequisite: Teacher Recommendation required  
 
Designed for music students with advanced skills and strong interest in music, this course prepares students for the Advanced Placement 
(AP) Examination in Music Theory. The course integrates aspects of melody, harmony, texture, rhythm, form, musical history and style, 
and performance practices. Ability to read and write basic music notation is required.  
 
Understanding and Knowledge  

• Appropriate compositional and analytical skills  
• Demonstrate and awareness of stylistic and historical music periods, along with general performance practices  

 
Skills: Students will be able to…  

• Play basic melodies and harmonies on a piano keyboard.  
• Compose a 32 measure musical composition in a chosen style.  
• Demonstrate developing speed and fluency in working with musical notation.  
• Exhibit advanced skill in melodic, harmonic and rhythmic dictation.  
• Perform sight singing in four to eight measure melodies in major and minor tonalities.  
• Display advanced compositional and analytical skills.  
• Earn college credit for Freshman Music Theory by passing the Advanced Placement test.  

 
Assessment & ESLRs: Students will…  

• Develop, create, and support artistic works.  
• Acquire knowledge of stylistic and historical musical periods.  
• Establish and use rigorous standards of quality in developing a musical composition.  

 
 

THE MARCHING TIMBERWOLVES BAND 
 

Prerequisite: Concurrent enrollment in any other instrumental music performance class.  
 
The Timberwolves Band is open to all students. The band performs at football games, in parades, at competitions and other functions. All 
performances, rehearsals and after school commitments are required for students enrolled in the course.  
 
Understanding and Knowledge of:  

• Proper marching techniques  
• Proper warm-up and cool down strategies and techniques  
• Proper practice strategies and techniques  

 
Skills: Students will be able to...  

• Demonstrate proper marching techniques while performing their chosen instrument.  
• Develop cooperative work habits and leadership skills.  

 
Assessments and ESLRs: Students will…  

• Perform at football games, in parades, and other functions.  
• Practice proper warm-up, cool down, practice strategies and techniques at all performances.  

 
 

COLOR GUARD/FLAGS  
Prerequisite: Audition Only  
 
This class is open to all students through competitive tryout in the spring semester. Fall semester activities include Marching Band half-
time shows, parades, and field competitions. Spring semester activities include performances at Color Guard competitions. Performances 
and practices outside the regular school day are an integral, co-curricular part of this course and participation in them is required for 
successful completion of this course. Physical Education credit is received for this course. Uniforms must be purchased by the student. 
There are additional expenses for team members. 
 

 
COLOR GUARD DANCE TECHNIQUE 

 
Prerequisite: Placement audition or instructor permission 
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Guard Dance Technique is designed to meet the needs of the advanced beginner to intermediate level.  The course will involve a detailed 
study of ballet, jazz, lyrical, modern, tap and social dance techniques.  Choreographic studies will progress towards group and solo works 
with specific requirements related to theme, variation, movement patterns, and the use of props. This course will provide the student with 
performance opportunities. The student will continue to look at the history of dance through specific projects that deal with dance trends 
throughout the ages. The student will continue to acquire the physical benefits that the art of dance provides.   Students are required to 
perform to demonstrate successful completion of the course.  
 
Understanding and Knowledge… 

• History of dance 
• Choreographic studies 
• Improvisational studies 
• Dance Vocabulary 

 
Skills: Students will be able to...  

• Execute proper body alignment. 
• Identify specific muscles.  
• Demonstrate growth in flexibility, coordination, strength, and endurance. 
• Demonstrate personal growth in dance skills.  
• Demonstrate personal growth in performance skills.  

 
Assessments and ESLRS: Students will…  

• Develop self discipline through daily assessments of effort and participation.  
• Establish and use rigorous standards of quality through a critical assessment of a dance concert. 
• Demonstrate knowledge of choreographic studies through written and oral tests. 
• Establish and use rigorous standards of quality through a critical assessment of a dance concert. 

 
 

DANCE TECHNIQUE LEVEL ONE 
 

Prerequisite: None 
 
Dance Technique level one will introduce the art of dance. The student will gain a technical foundation for developing skills in ballet, 
jazz, modern, lyrical, and tap. The course will deal with the history of each discipline. Dance terminology is introduced with each unit of 
study. The basic theories of choreography will be taught through a variety of group projects. The student will discover the physical 
benefits of the art of dance and its relationship to a healthy lifestyle. The student will experience personal growth in flexibility, 
cardiovascular endurance, and muscular strength. The emphasis of this course is proper dance technique and strong body alignment. 
Students are required to perform to demonstrate successful completion of the course.  
 
Understanding and Knowledge…  

• A basic knowledge of the history of dance  
•  A dance vocabulary  

 
Skills: Students will be able to...  

• Execute proper body alignment.  
• Demonstrate growth in flexibility.  
• Demonstrate growth in coordination.  
•  Demonstrate growth in strength and endurance.  
• Perform basic movement patterns.  

 
Assessments and ESLRS: Students will…  

• Develop an appreciation for the art of dance through experiencing a dance concert.  
•  Practice behaviors that promote physical fitness and emotional well being by developing an appreciation for the physical 

benefits of dance.  
• Develop self discipline through daily assessments of effort and participation.  
• Establish and use rigorous standards of quality through a critical assessment of a dance concert.  
• Demonstrate knowledge of the history and basic elements of dance through written and oral tests.  

 
 

DANCE TECHNIQUE LEVEL TWO 
 

Prerequisites:  Placement Audition or instructor permission 
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Dance Technique level two is designed to meet the needs of the advanced beginner to intermediate level dancer. The course will involve 
a detailed study of ballet, jazz, lyrical, and modern dance techniques. The students will set personal goals for technical improvements in 
their dance skills. Choreographic studies will progress towards group and solo works with specific requirements related to theme, 
variation, movement patterns, and the use of props. This course will provide the student with performance opportunities. The student will 
continue to look at the history of dance through specific projects that deal with dance trends throughout the ages. The student will 
continue to acquire the physical benefits that the art of dance provides. Students are required to perform to demonstrate successful 
completion of the course 
  
Understanding and Knowledge…  

• Historical choreographic studies • Goal Setting techniques 
  

Skills: Students will be able to...  
• Demonstrate personal growth in dance skills.   
• Demonstrate personal growth in performance skills.  
•  Identify specific muscles.  

 
Assessments and ESLRS: Students will…  

• Develop self discipline through daily assessments of effort and participation.  
• Establish and use rigorous standards of quality through a critical assessment of a dance concert.  
• Demonstrate knowledge of choreographic studies through written and oral tests.  
•  Establish and use rigorous standards of quality through a critical assessment of a dance concert.  

 
 

DANCE TECHNIQUE LEVEL THREE 
 

Prerequisites: Placement Audition or Instructor permission  
 
Dance Technique level three is designed to meet the needs of the high intermediate level dancer. The course will emphasize techniques in 
ballet, jazz, modern, and lyrical dance. The students will set personal goals for technical improvements in their dance skills. Students will 
make critical assessments of dance concerts through critique assignments. Students are required to perform to demonstrate successful 
completion of the course. 
  
Understanding and Knowledge…  

• Choreography.  
• Problem solving techniques.  
•  

Skills: Students will be able to...  
• Execute advanced technical skills in ballet, jazz, modern and tap. 
•  Perform complete dance combinations with a sense of theme and style.  
• Teach a movement pattern to peers.  
•  Demonstrate the benefits of proper technique and injury prevention.  

 
Assessments and ESLRS: Students will… 

• Establish and use rigorous standards of quality through the construction of a dance critique of a professional dance concert.  
• Set and strive toward realistic goals through continual self-assessment of performance skills and choreography.  
• Develop, create, and support artistic work through public performance.  
• Demonstrate knowledge of choreographic studies through oral tests.  

 
 

DANCE THEATRE  
 

Prerequisite: Placement Audition  
Dance Theatre is an advanced level course that will emphasize performing skills. Students will continue to work on strengthening 
techniques needed for ballet, pointe, jazz, modern and tap. Choreography will be required and selected works will be performed. Through 
the choreography assignments, students develop leadership skills, problem solving techniques and teaching skills. Students will make 
critical assessments of professional dance concerts and videos through critique assignments. The Dance Theatre class and performing 
group will emphasize developing the technical art of dance.  
 
Understanding and Knowledge:  

• Choreography  
• Problem solving techniques  
• Leadership skills  
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Skills: Students will be able to…  

• Execute advanced technical skills in ballet, jazz, modern and tap.  
• Perform complete dance combinations with a sense of theme and style.  
• Choreograph complete dance combinations.  
• Teach a movement pattern to peers.  
• Analyze dance trends throughout history.  
• Demonstrate the benefits of proper technique and injury prevention.  

 
Assessment & ESLRS: Students will…  

• Establish and use rigorous standards of quality through the construction of a dance critique of a professional dance concert.  
• Set and strive toward realistic goals through continual self-assessment of performance skills and choreography.  
• Develop, create and support artistic works through public performance.  
• Demonstrate knowledge of choreographic studies through oral tests.  

 
 

DANCE THEATRE II 
  
Prerequisite: Placement Audition 
Dance Theatre II is an advanced level course for new dance students.  Students will have the opportunity to work on performing and 
choreography skills.  Teamwork will be emphasized to build skills that are required of advanced dance students.  Choreography will be 
required and selected works will be performed. 
Dance Theatre II will be required to perform  fall and spring semesters. 
  
Understanding and Knowledge:  

•         Choreography  
•         Problem solving techniques  
•         Leadership skills  

  
Skills: Students will be able to…  

•         Execute advanced technical skills in ballet, jazz, modern and tap.  
•         Perform complete dance combinations with a sense of theme and style.  
•         Choreograph complete dance combinations.  
•         Teach a movement pattern to peers.  
•         Analyze dance trends throughout history.  
•         Demonstrate the benefits of proper technique and injury prevention.  

  
Assessment & ESLRS: Students will…  

•         Establish and use rigorous standards of quality through the construction of a dance critique of a professional dance concert.  
•         Set and strive toward realistic goals through continual self-assessment of performance skills and choreography.  
•         Develop, create and support artistic works through public performance.  
•         Demonstrate knowledge of choreographic studies through oral tests.  

 
 

MOVEMENT FOR THEATRE 
 

Prerequisite: None  
 
Movement for the Theatre is a course that will give the student the skills needed to learn choreography for musical theatre. The emphasis will 
be placed on ballet, jazz and tap skills. Students will gain audition skills. The student will be expected to perform to demonstrate successful 
completion of the course.  
 
Understanding and Knowledge: 

• An understanding of the physicality of the art of dance  
• A knowledge of Musical Theatre Styles/Choreographers  

 
Skills: Students will be able to…  

• Students will be able to perform dance combinations with a sense of theme and style.  
• Students will be able to demonstrate proper technique.  
• Students will successfully complete a musical theatre audition. 

 
Assessments and ESLRS: Students will… 
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• Develop self discipline through daily assessments of effort and participation. 
• Demonstrate knowledge of a dance vocabulary.  
• Demonstrate growth in coordination. 
• Demonstrate growth in flexibility. 

 
 

INTRODUCTION TO ART 
 

Prerequisite: None 
Materials Are Required 
 
Introduction to Art is designed to introduce the basic art elements and principles of design as they apply to the four components of art 
education: Art History, Art Expression/Production, Aesthetic Analysis and Art Criticism. Introduction to Art is intended to provide 
introductory experiences through the use of a variety of media and techniques that have been utilized by various cultures throughout 
history. These may include drawing, painting, printmaking, graphics, ceramics, sculpture, design, lettering, handcrafts, art history and art 
appreciation. The class will also focus on the many possible career choices in the field of art. 
  
Understanding and Knowledge:  

• The role of the visual arts in our community 
• The role of visual images as they depict human culture and social order past and present  
• Career opportunities in the visual arts  

 
Skills: Students will be able to…  

• Communicate ideas visually through a variety of media and tools.  
• Use the art elements and principles to produce works of art.  
• Develop aesthetic judgment.  
• Compare and evaluate works of art produced within the class.  
• Identify one or more of the major periods and/or styles in art history.  
• Utilize research skills in employing school and public libraries as reference sources  
• Employ language skills through classroom discussion of visual art concepts.  
• Employ writing skills to describe the formal and expressive qualities of art.  
• Employ mathematical skills related to proportion and scale.  
• Employ organizational skills to complete a project on time.  

 
Assessments & ESLRS: Students will….  

• Effectively collaborate with others on group projects.  
• Develop, create, support and evaluate artistic projects.  
• Student will demonstrate complex thinking on written tests and quizzes covering related vocabulary, terminology, and visual 

arts concepts.  
 
 

CARTOONING I 
 

Prerequisite: None  
One Semester non-college prep course 
Materials Fee Required 
 
This studio course explores cartooning formats and offers an overview of tools and techniques involved in making them. During this 
hands-on class, students will discover the history of cartoon art and investigate techniques used in their creations. Character development, 
strip creation, symbolism, theme concepts, color theory, self-critiquing and figure drawing will be also be explored.  
 
Understanding and Knowledge:  

• Various drawing techniques  
• Develop characters and story lines  
• Have knowledge of one or more influential cartoonist  

 
Skills: Students will be able to…  

• Understand the history of cartoon development.  
• Research a variety of cartoon markets including anime, action, caricature, political, newspaper, sports, computer-generated 

animation and claymation  
• Demonstrate their knowledge of cartooning techniques including figure drawing, facial expression, layout design  
• Explain color theory principles and how they relate to emphasis and movement  
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• Describe the Elements of Art and Principles of Design relative to cartooning  
• Develop and implement characters in a final comic strip design  
• Demonstrate story lines through visual means  
• Write for a variety of audiences  
• Present oral and written proposals for story development  

 
Assessments & ESLRS: Students will….  

• Effectively collaborate with others on group projects.  
• Develop, create, support and evaluate artistic projects.  
• Student will demonstrate complex thinking on final projects and homework covering related vocabulary, terminology, and 

visual arts concepts.  
 
 

PAINTING AND DRAWING  
 
Prerequisite: Introduction to Art and/or teacher recommendation  
Materials Fee Required 
 
Drawing and Painting will emphasize the four components of art education: Art History, Art Expression/Production, Aesthetic Analysis 
and Art Criticism as they apply specifically to drawing and painting. Drawing and Painting I is intended to provide students an 
opportunity to learn and develop their drawing and painting skills utilizing a variety of media and techniques (pencil, charcoal, colored 
pencils, pastels, oil pastels, watercolor, acrylics). The course will also incorporate the study of art history, art appreciation and the 
contribution of different cultures and artists.  
 
Understanding and Knowledge:  

• Various drawing and painting techniques  
• Drawing and painting media applications  
• One or more artists and/or styles from art history  

 
Skills: Students will be able to…  

• Utilize various drawing and painting media in a creative work of art.  
• Develop ideas into a finished drawing and/or painting.  
• Work cooperatively with other students on a painting or drawing.  
• Utilize and identify various surfaces used with drawing and painting.  
• Utilize research skills in employing school and public libraries as reference sources.  
• Employ language skills through classroom discussion of visual art concepts.  
• Employ writing skills to describe the formal and expressive qualities of art.  
• Employ mathematical skills related to proportion and scale.  
• Employ organizational skills to complete a project on time.  

 
Assessments & ESLRS: Students will….  

• Effectively collaborate with others on group projects.  
• Develop, create, support and evaluate artistic projects.  
• Student will demonstrate complex thinking on written tests and quizzes covering. related vocabulary, terminology, and visual 

arts concepts.  
 
 

ART PORTFOLIO PREP 
 

Prerequisite: Teacher recommendation only   
Materials fee required 
 
Portfolio Prep will allow high level art students a chance to prepare a personal art portfolio that showcases their creative work in a variety 
of media. The class will emphasize the independent study of the four components of art education: Art History, Art 
Expression/Production, Aesthetic Analysis and Art Criticism. Students will work with the instructor to determine individual projects and 
assignments that will further their skills of production and presentation. Students have an opportunity to expand and develop their 
drawing and painting skills utilizing a variety of media and techniques (pencil, charcoal, colored pencils, pastels, oil pastels, watercolor, 
acrylics). The course will also incorporate research of various fields of study within art and career possibilities.  
 
Understanding and Knowledge:  

• Various drawing and painting techniques  
• Drawing and painting media applications  
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• One or more artists and/or styles from art history  
 
Skills: Students will be able to…  

• Utilize various drawing and painting media in a creative work of art.  
• Develop ideas into a finished drawing and/or painting.  
• Work cooperatively with other students on a painting or drawing.  
• Utilize and identify various surfaces used with drawing and painting.  
• Utilize research skills in employing school and public libraries as reference sources.  
• Employ language skills through classroom discussion of visual art concepts.  
• Employ writing skills to describe the formal and expressive qualities of art.  
• Employ mathematical skills related to proportion and scale.  
• Employ organizational skills to complete a project on time.  
• Produce an art portfolio that they can utilize at college fairs and interviews. 

 
Assessments & ESLRS: Students will…  

• Effectively collaborate with others on group projects.  
• Develop, create, support and evaluate artistic projects.  
• Student will demonstrate complex thinking on written tests and quizzes covering related vocabulary, terminology, and visual 

arts concepts.  
 

 
ADVANCED PLACEMENT STUDIO ART: DRAWING 

 
Prerequisite: An “A” grade in 1 year of Painting and Drawing and/or permission of instructor via Portfolio 
Evaluation  
Materials Fee Required 
 
This is a college-level course designed for the highly motivated student that is willing to spend hours of outside work and research. The 
student will submit a portfolio for evaluation during the month of May. The portfolio will consist of approximately 25 to 35 pieces of 
original work that reflect quality, concentration, and breadth. Works should reflect areas in research and development of in depth ideas; 
demonstrate principles of visual organization; and the ability to work in color and black and white both two and three dimensionally.  
 
Understanding and Knowledge:  

• Art Elements and Principles of design, Artists, Styles of Art, Color Theory, experience in various art mediums  
 

Skills: Students will be able to:  
• Analyze works of other artists in relationship to techniques, design elements and emotional impact of the work.  
• Demonstrate ability in problem solving and critical thinking by working on a personal interest in depth.  
• Demonstrate ability to work in several media.  
• Demonstrate technical ability in two and three dimensional work.  
• Prepare and submit a portfolio demonstration criteria set up by the Advanced Placement Board.  
• Examine works of art critically, with intelligence and sensitivity.  

 
Assessments & ESLRS: Students will….  

• Effectively collaborate with others on group projects.  
• Develop, create, support and evaluate artistic projects.  
• Student will demonstrate complex thinking on written tests and quizzes covering related vocabulary, terminology, and visual 

arts concepts  
 
Assessments & ESLRS: Students will….  

• Effectively collaborate with others on group projects.  
• Develop, create, support and evaluate artistic projects.  
• Student will demonstrate complex thinking on written tests and quizzes covering related vocabulary, terminology, and visual 

arts concepts  
 
 

ADVANCED PLACEMENT ART HISTORY 
 

Prerequisite: At least sophomore standing with approval from a History or English Teacher  
 
This course focuses on the major forms of artistic expression of the past as well as the present. It is taught at the level of an introductory 
college course and requires a considerable amount of reading and writing. The course format is lecture, slide presentations, discussion, 
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examinations and in-class essays. AP Art History is designed to provide the tools necessary to do well on the very rigorous AP exam by 
developing a student's artistic knowledge base while improving his or her thinking and writing skills.  
 
Understanding and Knowledge:  

• Architecture, sculpture, painting and other art forms  
 

Skills: Students will be able to...  
• Demonstrate an understanding of architecture, sculpture, painting and other art forms within a historical and cultural context.  
• Demonstrate their abilities to write college level essays analyzing different art forms.  
• Recognize the complexities of art and view it from multiple perspectives.  
• Articulate their reactions to a work of art.  
• Examine works of art critically, with intelligence and sensitivity.  
• Develop the methodology needed to be successful on the AP Art History exam.  

 
Assessment & ESLRS: Students will...  

• Demonstrate critical and creative thinking in class discussions and written assignments by learning to focus on analysis, 
interpretation, and evaluation.  

• Expand their abilities to communicate effectively both verbally and in writing.  
• Be self-directed and assume responsibility to manage their after-school time effectively in order to keep up with their 

schoolwork.  
• Be expected to produce a level of work that exceeds normal high school standards.  
• Apply their increased understanding of diverse art forms to help them be knowledgeable global citizens.  

 
 

COLLEGE PREP CERAMICS 
 

Prerequisite: None 
Materials Fee Required  
 
College Prep Ceramics is a course designed to introduce students to beginning ceramic techniques that will enable students to create 
beautiful works of art. The course objective is to develop a pathway that accelerates individual analysis communication, expression, and 
production. Course curriculum is presented in units that detail specific learning outcomes. Each unit will introduce a project theme, 
demonstrate a production skill, provide cultural and historical motivation, and culminate with a written and verbal class critique. During 
the first semester students will learn hand building and potter’s wheel methods. Specific skills of pinch, slab, drape, and coil, wheel 
thrown cups, bowls, plate and vases will be introduced. Students will be able to discuss the vocabulary and terminology that accompany 
the skills required by artists to express and communicate their thoughts through the clay medium. Students will be required to refine, 
complete, and glaze all artwork. Students will explore surface design and texture through simple glaze combinations. The second 
semester emphasis shifts from acquiring skills to applying knowledge. Projects require greater follow through, and cross technique 
application. Students are encouraged to push the boundaries of the clay, work larger and produce more dynamic forms. Students may 
combine hand built with thrown work, slab with coil, or drape with plates, in order to create unique works of art. Surface decoration plays 
a greater role in the completion of the piece as does the intention of the artist in creating a dialogue between form and function. 
 
Understanding and Knowledge:  

• Hand building  
• Potter’s wheel methods  
• Ceramics terminology  
• Surface design and texture  
• Firing temperatures and glaze components  

 
Skills: Students will be able to:  

• Apply learned hand building techniques to create, drape, coil, slab, and mask forms.  
• Apply learned potter’s techniques to create, bowl, plate, cup, and vase shapes.  
• Discuss the processes that led to the creation of their work.  
• Evaluate and critique artwork based upon four elements, form, function, craftsmanship, and surface design.  
• Identify, explore, and appreciate the historical and cultural role of ceramic artwork.  

 
Assessment & ESLRs: Students will…  

• Develop, create, support and evaluate artistic projects.  
• Establish and use rigorous standards of quality in the evaluation of artwork.  
• Acquire knowledge regarding the historical and cultural role of ceramic artwork and demonstrate this knowledge on written 

tests and quizzes.  
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INTERMEDIATE CERAMICS A & B 

 
Prerequisite: Beginning Ceramics A&B  
Materials Fee Required 
 
Intermediate Ceramics emphasizes specific refinements of the basic techniques presented in Beginning Ceramics  
More complex and creative projects will be included. Students will begin to specialize in hand building, sculpture, or wheel-thrown 
ceramics. Students will be exposed to ceramic art history and ceramics of various contemporary cultures. They will improve skills and 
develop creative expression in both functional and nonfunctional ceramic projects. This course is a more self guided course. Students are 
to create a plan of study and write a contract listing their intended projects. The instructor is a facilitator for learning. Students work 
toward improving craftsmanship and understanding of process. Individual and group critiques will continue with an emphasis on refining 
the student’s analytical skills relating to form and design. Students specializing in wheel-thrown ceramics will further develop their skills 
on the potter’s wheel. Vases, mugs, bottles, pitchers, bowls, and plates are among the projects covered. Clay and glaze chemistry will be 
explored in greater depth. Students will refine and extend all the basic techniques and explore new areas, including low-fire and high-fire 
glazing techniques, and slip casting. The role of ceramics, both -historically and culturally, will continue to be explored. Individual and 
group critiques will continue with an emphasis on refining the student's analytical skills relating to form and design.  
 
Understanding and Knowledge:  

• Hand building  
• Potter’s wheel methods  
• Ceramics terminology  
• Surface design and texture  
• Firing temperatures and glaze components  

 
Skills: Students will be able to: 

• Apply learned hand building techniques to create, drape, coil, slab, and mask forms.  
• Apply learned potter’s techniques to create dynamic shapes, functional shapes.  
• Express original ideas through an understanding of the elements of art and principles of design.  
• Evaluate and critique artwork based upon four elements, form, function, craftsmanship, and surface design. Identify, explore, 

and appreciate the historical and cultural role of ceramic artwork.  
• Improve the skills necessary to work with ceramic media in the development and completion of three-dimensional art projects.  
• Use a variety of glazing and decorating techniques on both functional and nonfunctional projects  

 
Assessment & ESLRs:  

• Develop, create, support and evaluate artistic projects.  
• Effectively collaborate on small group projects and presentations.  
• Establish and use rigorous standards of quality in the evaluation of artwork. 

 
 

ADVANCED CERAMICS A & B  
 

Prerequisite: College Prep Ceramics  
Materials Fee Required  
 
Advanced Studio Ceramics is a rapid paced, dynamic course designed for the student interested in pursuing a college art degree, or an art 
related career. Individual projects are student driven concepts based around the following clay forms: jar with lid, cup and saucer, set of 
four, tea pot, vase with handle, free form sculpture, and multi technique-joined form. These forms are integral to the continued student 
technical and artistic development. Students are required to research each form, sketch, and thoroughly discuss the process with the 
instructor before any clay construction begins. By researching contemporary and historical artists students gain important insight into 
how the ceramic medium affects the art world. This research also plays a valid role in student motivation, and stylistic development. 
Students will also find motivation, and artistic influence, through exploration of required museum, gallery, and web site visitation.  
During the first semester, students will spend time in small group collaboration, give presentations and develop a body of work in which 
refinement of skill is learned of a continual basis. First semester emphasis is placed equally on the product and the process. Students will 
focus in depth on surface firing effects by exploring Saggar, Raku, Pit and Reduction firings. Students will be introduced to glaze 
chemistry, and create several signature glazes through exploration and test tile firings. Second Semester focus will draw from first 
semester research. Development of ideas will be carried out during this semester in the form of series oriented work. Students will choose 
a primary mode of creation either wheel thrown, or hand built projects. Students will create work that requires longer time frames. Some 
samples are place settings, realistic sculptures, and detailed surface carvings. The emphasis shifts to the quality of the finished product 
versus the quantity of initial skill development.  
 
Understanding and Knowledge:  

• Advanced ceramics techniques and terminology  



[106] 
 

• Contemporary and historical artists  
• Saggar, Raku, Pit and Reduction firings  
• Glaze chemistry  

 
Skills: Students will be able to…  

• Apply learned techniques to dynamic functional and non-functional works of art.  
• Discuss the processes that led to the creation of their work.  
• Evaluate and critique artwork based on four elements; form function, craftsmanship, and surface design.  
• Identify, explore, and appreciate the historical and cultural role of ceramic artwork.  

 
Assessment & ESLRs:  

• Develop, create, support and evaluate artistic projects.  
• Effectively collaborate on small group projects and presentations.  
• Establish and use rigorous standards of quality in the evaluation of artwork. 

 
 

VISUAL IMAGERY 

Prerequisite: College-Prep Level  
Materials Fee Required  
Note: Each student will provide a camera 
This is a one-year studio course exploring photography as an art form. This course emphasizes the medium as a means of personal 
expression, with a potential for commercial application. The student will learn digital photography.  

Understanding and Knowledge:  
• Producing and printing photographic imagery in a digital format. 

 
Skills: Students will… 

• Learn technical use of a digital camera. 
• Have understanding of depth-of field.  
• Have knowledge of light source.  
• Learn compositional analysis and development. 
• Have knowledge of photographic terminology.  
• Have understanding of Adobe Photoshop. 
• Learn digital scanning and print processing  
• Learn portfolio presentation  
• Have understanding of the history of photography  
• Learn use of photography for esthetic expression  
• Have knowledge of photography for portraiture and historical documentation  
• Learn commercial applications of photography. 

  
Assessments and ESLRS: Students will… 

• Demonstrate critical and creative thinking in photographic assignments and class discussions by focusing on analysis and 
evaluation of photos produced in class Expand their abilities to communicate about photography both verbally and in writing . 

• Be responsible in initiating photography projects and time management outside of class in order to keep up with class 
assignments. 

• Be expected to produce photographic prints that exceed normal high school standards . 
•  Exhibit an understanding of photographic art as a means of becoming a knowledgeable global citizen. 

 
 

PERSONAL PHOTOGRAPHY 
Prerequisite: None 
Personal Photography is a one semester non-college prep course.  
Materials Fee Required 
Note: Each student will provide a camera and photo paper for personal use. 
  
This is a one-semester course exploring digital photography. This course emphasizes the medium as a means of personal expression. The 
student will learn to successfully use a digital camera in composing photos and to edit and print photos using digital technology.  
 
Understanding and Knowledge:  

• Producing and printing photographic imagery in a digital format. 
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Skills: Students will …  
• Learn technical use of a digital camera.  
• Have understanding of depth-of field. 
•  Have knowledge of light source. 
•  Learn compositional analysis and development.  
•  Have understanding of Adobe Photoshop. 
•  Learn digital scanning and print processing.  
• Learn use of photography for esthetic expression.  
• Learn use of photography for portraiture.  
• Learn commercial applications of photography. 

  
Assessments and ESLRS: Students will…  

• Be responsible in initiating photography projects and time management outside of class in order to keep up with class 
assignments  

•  Be expected to produce photographic prints.  
• Exhibit an understanding of photographic art as a means of becoming a knowledgeable global citizen. 

 
 

ADVANCED VISUAL IMAGERY 

Prerequisite: 1 year of Visual Imagery or ROP Visual Imagery.  
Materials Fee Required 
  
This is a 1 year studio course which builds upon the student’s knowledge of tools and techniques involved in making photographs 
digitally. Photographic composition will continue to be emphasized through Elements of Art and Principles of Design further developing 
the student’s “artistic eye”. Advanced instruction in Adobe Photoshop will be used to edit photos. Students must be able to work 
independently to shoot a series of photos for each assignment.  
 
Understanding and Knowledge:  

• Producing and editing photographs digitally.  
• Ability to work with computers, scanners, and digital storage devices. 
• Elements of Art and Principles of Design. 

 
Skills: Students will be able to… 

• Understand the history of photography as an art form.  
• Demonstrate their knowledge of advanced photographic techniques. 
• Show understanding of photographic terminology.  
• Describe the Elements of Art and Principles of Design relative to photography.  
• Research a photographer of their choice and write a paper about them.  
• Visit a gallery and view and critique a photographic exhibit. 

 
Assessments & ESLRS: Students will…  

• Create a Portfolio of work and an artist’s statement ready for submission for college entrance or internships.  
• Establish and use rigorous standards of quality in the evaluation of artwork. 
• Effectively collaborate on small group projects. 

 
 

ADVANCED PLACEMENT VISUAL IMAGERY (AP 2D-DESIGN PHOTOGRAPHY) 
 
Prerequisite: Advanced Visual Imagery 
Materials Fee Required 
 
Students will engage in advanced study of photography culminating with the submission of a portfolio of work to the College Board.  
Students will concentrate their focus on the three aspects of the AP 2D-Design which include; Quality, Breadth and Concentration.  
Principles of design provide the foundation of instruction while research of master and student works by other photographers, written 
critiques, group critiques and a variety of technical skills support instruction.  Students will be expected to maintain a highly advanced 
level of discipline to work independently in the creation of quality works. 
 
Portfolio Requirements 
As outlined by the College Board, the portfolio 9examination) submitted for evaluation must include the criteria listed below.  There will 
be a total of 29 pieces or the 2-D Design Portfolios. 
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Quality 
5 actual pieces of artwork sent to the College Board.  (Everything else will be sent as a slide).  These pieces should reflect excellence in 
technique and design. 
 
Concentration 
This section requires the student to explore a compelling idea, theme, concept, subject or issue.  12 slides are submitted for this portion.  
All 12 works will revolve around the subject student will choose at the beginning of the year. 
 
Breadth 
In this section, students are encouraged to explore a variety of subjects, techniques, mediums and aesthetic issues.  12 slides are required 
of 12 different works. 
 

 
INTRODUCTION TO COMPUTER GRAPHICS 

 
Prerequisite: None 
Materials Fee Required 
 
Introduction to Computer Graphic Design course is a beginning course that explores how to utilize artistic elements and principles of 
design in various computer graphic software and media. The class is structured around various projects emphasizing the elements of art 
(line, shape, color, space and texture). It will also introduce the student to the principles of compositional design (rhythm, balance, 
proportions, unity and variety). The class is designed to allow students the opportunity to learn of and utilize various graphic and desktop 
publishing software programs such as PhotoShop, InDesign and Illustrator. This course will be essential for students of today’s 
“technology and computer dominated” world. Students will create various projects such as Magazine Covers, Movie Posters, Travel 
Guides, CD Booklets, Business Cards, and Restaurant Menus.  
 
Understanding and Knowledge:  

• The importance and influence graphic software design programs have in today’s society.  
• The Elements of Art and their importance in layout and composition.  
• One or more graphic software programs.   

Skills: Students will be able to…  
• Demonstrate the proper use of hardware devices as it relates to assigned projects.  
• Incorporate different graphic software programs into one integrated design.  
• Prepare a professional Flash Portfolio of all of their work for use in related interviews.  
• Demonstrate the use of vocabulary as it relates to the computer and its software.  
• Demonstrate the ability to reach various aspects of computer graphic design on the Internet.  
• Develop and complete ideas from origin to finished product.  
•  

Assessment & ESLRS: Students will…  
• Effectively collaborate with others on group projects.  
• Develop, create, support and evaluate artistic projects.  
• Student will demonstrate complex thinking on written tests and quizzes covering related vocabulary, terminology, and 

program. 
 

WEB ANIMATION AND DESIGN 
 

Prerequisite: None 
Materials Fee Required  
 
Computer Graphics and Web Design Level 1 is designed to allow 10-12 grade students the opportunity to learn Flash, Shockwave and 
Swift 3D. The course is also an opportunity for students to incorporate these and other software programs in learning animation, creating 
online commercials, advertisements and movie trailers that are of high quality and with a professional presentation. This course will be a 
catalyst for future advanced classes concentrating on website construction, design, and purpose in today’s society. Completion of this clas 
may lead to earning course and/or credit in Irvine Valley College’s Tech Prep Department.  
 
Understanding and Knowledge:  

• The importance and influence graphic software design programs have in today’s society  
• One or more computer hardware components  
• One or more graphic software programs  

 
Skills: Students will be able to…  
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• Demonstrate the proper use of hardware devices as it relates to assigned projects.  
• Incorporate different graphic software programs into one integrated design.  
• Create one or more Flash animations that can be used in web design.  
• Prepare a CD professional “portfolio” of all of their work for use in related interviews.  
• Demonstrate the use of vocabulary as it relates to the computer and its software.  
• Demonstrate the ability to reach various aspects of computer graphic design on the Internet.  
• Develop and complete ideas from origin to finished product.  

 
Assessment & ESLRS: Students will…  

• Effectively collaborate with others on group projects.  
• Develop, create, support and evaluate artistic projects.  
• Student will demonstrate complex thinking on written tests and quizzes covering related vocabulary, terminology, and program 

identification.  
 

WEBSITE DEVELOPMENT 
 

Prerequisite: Intro to Computer Graphics and/or Teacher Recommendation  
Materials Fee Required  
 
Computer Graphics and Web Design Level 2 will concentrate on utilizing Flash, Shockwave and Dream Weaver in designing their own 
InternetFlash-based web home page. The course is also an opportunity for students to incorporate these and other software programs into 
web page construction, design and management. This course will be a catalyst for preparing students that have an interest in web design 
in college or as a career. Completion of this class may lead to earning course and/or credit in Irvine Valley College’s Tech Prep 
Department.  
 
Understanding and Knowledge:  

• The importance and influence graphic software design programs have in today’s society  
• One or more computer hardware components  
• One or more graphic software programs  

 
Skills: Students will be able to…  

• Demonstrate the proper use of hardware devices as it relates to assigned projects.  
• Incorporate different graphic software programs into one integrated design.  
• Create one or more Flash animations that can be used in web page design.  
• Prepare a CD professional “portfolio” of all of their work for use in related interviews.  
• Demonstrate the use of vocabulary as it relates to the computer and its software.  
• Demonstrate the ability to reach various aspects of computer graphic design on the Internet.  
• Develop and complete a website from origin to finished project.  

 
Assessment & ESLRS: Students will…  

• Effectively collaborate with others on group projects.  
• Develop, create, support and evaluate artistic projects.  
• Student will demonstrate complex thinking on written tests and quizzes covering related vocabulary, terminology, and program 

identification.  
 

ADVANCED COMPUTER GRAPHICS 
 

Prerequisite: Intro to Computer Graphics, Web Animation and/or teacher recommendation 
Materials Fee Required 
 
Advanced Computer Graphics will allow students the opportunity to explore various software graphic programs such as 
Animation Master, Cinema 4D, Studio 3D Max, and Dreamweaver. It is intended for those interested in a career as a 
graphic artist, game designer or webmaster. Completion of this class may lead to earning course and/or credit in Irvine Valley 
College’s Tech Prep Department.  
 
Understanding and Knowledge:  

• The importance and influence graphic software design programs have in today’s society  
• One or more computer hardware components  
• One or more graphic software programs  

 
Skills: Students will be able to…  

• Demonstrate the proper use of hardware devices as it relates to assigned projects.  
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• Incorporate different graphic software programs into one integrated design.  
• Create one or more projects using 3D graphic imagery.  
• Prepare a CD professional “portfolio” of all of their work for use in related interviews.  
• Demonstrate the use of vocabulary as it relates to the computer and its software.  
• Demonstrate the ability to reach various aspects of computer graphic design on the Internet.  
• Ability to work independently on projects and software of their choice.  

 
Assessment & ESLRS: Students will…  

• Effectively collaborate with others on group projects.  
• Develop, create, support and evaluate artistic projects.  
• Student will demonstrate complex thinking on written tests and quizzes covering related vocabulary, terminology, and program 

identification.  
 

YEARBOOK 
 

Prerequisite: Approval of Instructor  
 
Yearbook is a class designed to give the student experience in all aspects and techniques utilized in the production of The Element, the 
Northwood High School Yearbook. Students are selected for this class on the basis of interest, good writing skills and art and/or 
photography experience.  
 
Yearbook is structured to give the student an understanding of the role of print media in society. Students will develop through training 
and practical use, the skills of writing for publication, page layout and composition, the use of artwork and photography in a publication, 
and to gain a historical awareness of print media. The student will develop the ability to search out information, organize, edit, and 
prepare it for publication. Students will work individually and in groups in the preparation of these materials. Each student will be 
responsible for a particular section of the yearbook. In this section they will determine the content, layout of the spread, utilize necessary 
art and/or photography and check proofs for correctness.  
 
Understanding and Knowledge:  

• Commonly used tools and terms used in yearbook production  
• The artistic and historical uses of a yearbook  

 
Skills: Students will be able to…  

• Complete many yearbook pages/spreads utilizing and applying media, techniques and processes of publication production.  
• Utilize input from a wide range of sources and disciplines to complete the yearbook. 

 
Assessment & ESLRS: Students will…  

• Effectively collaborate with others on group projects.  
• Develop, create, support and evaluate artistic projects.  
• Student will demonstrate complex thinking in the completion of their specific yearbook duties.  
• Acquire knowledge regarding publication techniques and vocabulary and demonstrate this knowledge on written tests and 

quizzes.  
• Prioritize and use time effectively in the completion of yearbook pages and spreads. 
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BUSINESS AND TECHNOLOGY 
 

ACCOUNTING 
 

Prerequisite: Completion of Algebra I or higher and for those students that are not going on to Geometry and 
Algebra II, Consumer mathematics is recommended.  One semester non-college prep course for math credit.  A 
consumable workbook is required for this course and a lab fee will be assessed. 
 
This course is designed as an introduction to accounting language and terminology; basic accounting concepts and procedures; 
interpretation on financial statements; and uses of accounting information.  
 
Understanding and knowledge:  

• Students will explore the accounting cycle and develop manual and computer skills for basic accounting procedures.  
• Students will explore and apply basic math skills needed for to solve business related transactions.  
• Students will discover and explore careers in accounting, as well as, professions that are dependent on the use of accounting 

procedures. 
• Some examples of these professions would include computer specialists, stockbrokers, real estate agents, commercial and retail 

sales, managers, and small business owners.  
 
Skills: Students will be able to:  

• Explore accounting through the methods of procedure and related business accounting simulations.  
• Develop proficiency in accounting by…  

o Recording all expense and income transactions into appropriate journals.  
o Posting of entries from journals into proper ledgers.  
o Preparing applications such as spreadsheets, financial statements of balance sheets, income statements, and 

proprietorship summaries.  
o Balancing personal and company checking accounts.  

• Determine and using the fundamental mathematical operations necessary for accounting and business related topics.  
• Reinforcing reasoning and problem solving skills.  
• Reviewing and practicing tax procedures.  

 
Assessments and ESLRS: Students will… 

• Progress as Complex Thinkers by learning to access and analyze information and data and by acquiring skills to make 
decisions and solve problems that they may encounter in the business world.  

• Progress as Effective Communicators by utilizing multiple forms of communications to express understanding of content.  
• Progress as Self, Life-Long Learners by setting and striving toward realistic personal goals.  

 
 

CONSUMER AND PERSONAL FINANCE 
 

Prerequisite: Completion of Algebra or higher. 
One semester non-college prep course for math credit.  A consumable workbook is required for this course and a lab 
fee will be assessed. 
 
This course is for the student who has satisfied the state requirement of Algebra, but does not desire to continue in the traditional college-
preparatory math sequence. A life skills course presented through the context of consumer and business related topics. The focus on the 
course will be on developing a variety of consumer and business applications which apply to personal finance.  
 
Understanding and knowledge:  

• Students will explore consumer applications and develop the necessary skills to be successful in realistic settings that they will 
encounter as an adult.  

• Students will explore and apply basic math skills needed for to solve business related transactions.  
• Students will discover and explore basic money management skills necessary for the real business world.  

 
Skills: Students will be able to …  

• Explore mathematics in real world situations through practical applications that appear in adult life  
• Use appropriate technology to develop and extend learning, understanding, and applying course content.  
• Develop proficiency in Consumer Mathematics by…  

o Exploring applications such as checking accounts, budgets, credit cards, taxes, loans, car purchases, insurance, 
apartment rentals, job applications, and banking services. Additionally the student will explore applications in 
insurance and retirement, housing options, consumer protection, and investment opportunities.  
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• Determine and using the fundamental mathematical operations necessary for consumer and business related topics.  
• Reinforce reasoning and problem solving skills.  
• Review and practice credit management. 

 
Assessments and ESLRS: Students will…  

• Progress as Complex Thinkers by learning to access and analyze information and data and by acquiring skills to make 
decisions and solve problems they will encounter as adults.  

• Progress as Effective Communicators by utilizing multiple forms of communications to express understanding of content.  
• Progress as Self, Life-Long Learners by setting and striving toward realistic personal goal.  

 
 

AP COMPUTER SCIENCE 
 

 Prerequisite: Grade of “B” or better in Honors Algebra 2 or FST, or grade of “A” in Algebra 2  
 
AP Computer Science is a college-level course that covers the design, development, testing, and debugging of computer programs using 
the Java programming language. The course is designed to serve as a first course in computer science for students with no prior 
computing experience. Emphasis will be placed on the study of Java syntax, object-oriented programming, problem solving, and 
algorithmic development. This course will prepare students for the College Board’s Advanced Placement Computer Science A 
examination. 
  
Understanding and Knowledge:  

• Students will obtain a broad foundational knowledge of the principle elements of computer science.  
• Students will build on mathematical content and concepts from prior mathematics coursework.  
• Students will investigate and explore logical approaches to problem solving.  
• Students will study, create, and interpret functional relationships.  
• Students will use mathematical methods to model and solve real-life problems.  
• Students will engage in high-level critical thinking and problem solving.  

 
Skills: Students will be able to...  

• Design and implement computer-based solutions to problems in a variety of application areas by writing, running, and 
debugging computer programs.  

• Discuss the use of computers and computer languages in other fields of study.  
• Demonstrate knowledge of programming terminology and concepts.  
• Differentiate among different levels of programming languages.  
• Use and implement commonly-used algorithms and data structures.  
• Develop and select appropriate algorithms and data structures to solve problems.  
• Code fluently in an object-oriented paradigm using the programming language Java.  
• Demonstrate the ability to read and modify large programs.  
• Recognize the ethical and social implications of computer use.  

 
Assessment & ESLRs: Students will...  

• Progress as effective communicators by writing and documenting clear and readable programs.  
• Progress as complex thinking by accessing, analyzing, and synthesizing information to solve problems.  
• Progress as producers of quality work by designing, creating, and refining their own original work.  
• Progress as self-directed, life-long learners by acquiring a foundation in computer science that encourages the continued study 

of additional programming languages and paradigm. 
 


